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of the 72nd Annual Session of the   

West Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptist 
 Held at: The Sunshine Free Will Baptist Church 
 Huntington, WV - Brotherhood Conference 

 

June  09 - 10, 2017 

The Next Annual Session 
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In Memory of, Deacon Robert Perry 
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ROBERT B. PERRY 

MAN, W.Va. ð Robert Bilton Perry, 88, of Man, went to be with his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Tuesday, September 20, 2016, leaving this world from the home of his sister, Katheryn, at Davin, 

after a long and courageous battle with leukemia. 

Born July 10, 1928, at Pardee, he was a son of the late Bilton and Maude Mae Bailey Perry. In addi-

tion to his parents, he was preceded in death by his brother-in-law, Cecil Gent; one niece, Mary Gent 

Wrobel; and one nephew, Gregory Gent. 

Robert was a 1946 graduate of Man High School and a member of the Old Man High Alumni Associ-

ation. He was an Army veteran of the Korean War where he served in the Quarter Master Corp. He 

started his civilian career as a clerk at the Lorado Coal Mining Company Store at  

Lorado where he worked his way up to assistant manager. He briefly worked at McCormick's at  

Logan. Robert finished his career as the manager at Man Clothing and Jewelry at Man where he re-

tired in 1990 after 35 plus years of service. A civic minded person, he served on the Rt. 10  

committee, the Man Hospital committee, the Rotary Club, START, and many other civic projects. 

The passion of Robert's life was serving his Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He became a Christian at a 

young age and never wavered in his commitment of spreading the word of God to anyone who would 

listen. He served as a Deacon for 70 years, first at Saunders Freewill Baptist Church at Three Forks 

until the Buffalo Creek Flood in 1972 and then at the Greenbranch Freewill Baptist Church at Man 

until the Lord called him home. Throughout the years Robert served his church as choir leader, Sun-

day school teacher, teen activities planner, the provider of transportation to church, and in any other 

capacity that his church needed him to fill. He will long be remembered in the Man community for his 

unlimited devotion to his church and community. 

Those left to cherish his memory include one sister, Katheryn Gent of Davin; one niece, Robin Gent 

of Morgantown; one nephew, Scotty Gent of Melbourne, Fla.; one cousin, Tommy Cline of Oceana; 

his church family along with a host of other relatives and friends. 

 

Thanks Brother Robert, for your dedicated service       

to the WV State Association of Free Will Baptist! 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
WEST VIRGINIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF 

FREE WILL BAPTISTS 
 

PREAMBLE 

 
  Having received salvation through faith in Christ Jesus, and having been bap-
tized as an outward sign of our separation from the world, and realizing the necessity of 
being identified with and sharing the fellowship of other believers, have joined ourselves 
to a local visible church, we do ordain this Constitution to unify the work of Free Will 
Baptists in the State of West Virginia, and to devise and execute measures for the exten-
sion of the Kingdom of Christ and for the salvation of souls in cooperation with various 
Conferences or yearly meetings comprising this State Association.  May God Bless our 
labor. 
 

          Article No. 1 - Membership 
 

 Section 1.  All ordained Ministers and Deacons belonging to member Local 
Conferences shall make up the standing delegates to this State Association.  Each Local 
Conference shall be permitted to send three lay delegates to the State Association, plus 
one delegate from each Church composing that Local Conference. 
 

 Section 2.  The membership of the State Association shall consist of the 
Local Conferences. Conferences must be examined by the Executive Board, and ap-
proved by the State Association, to become members of this body. 
 

 Section 3.  Any Minister, Deacon, or Delegate, voting in the State Associa-
tion, must be a member in good standing, of a Church in good standing with the Local 
Conference recommending them to the State Association, and must have dues pre-paid 
or paid during registration for the current State Meeting. 
 

 Section 4.  This State Association shall be affiliated with the National Asso-
ciation of Free Will Baptists of the United States of America, and recognize the Treatise 
of Faith and Practice as our guidelines for denominational fellowship, as long as they 
remain an independent denomination. 
 

   Article No. 2 ï Discipline 
 

 Section 1.  The State Association shall have the right to settle questions of 
discipline, doctrine, or usage, that may properly come before it from any Local Confer-
ence composing the said State Association, or act upon any appeal that may be made by 
any of the bodies that belong to the State Association.  The said appeal by the Church or 
Local Conference, shall have been written and signed by the Church or Local Conference 
making the appeal, then forwarded by mail or in person to the State Association and 
Local Conference. 
 

 Section 2.  No Local Conference shall license or ordain to preach or serve as 
a Deacon any Man having two living wives.  No Man having married a divorced Woman 
shall be licensed or ordained to preach, or ordained as a Deacon in this State Association.  
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 Section 3.  No Local Conference shall license or ordain a Woman to preach, 
or serve as a Deacon. 
 

 Section 4.  No Local Conference shall be accepted or retained as a member, 
that license or ordain Women to preach, or serve as a Deacon. 
 

 Section 5.  The Executive Board shall investigate any charges, after they 
have been properly presented to the Local Conference of which the grieved party or 
parties are a member.  Any charges presented to this State Association Executive Board 
for consideration, must be presented in writing and signed by the person or persons 
making the charges. The Executive Board shall be paid for travel expenses, at the United 
States Government rate when traveling to meetings for business of the State Associa-
tion.  The party or parties requesting the Executive Board to meet with them, shall be 
responsible to pay their expenses. 
 

Section 6. Both Scripture and nature as designed by God affirm the lifelong, 
covenantal union of one man, being male as created by God, and one woman, being 
female as created by God, in a one-flesh relationship. This one-flesh relationship is em-
blematic of the union of Christ and His church. It is the sole and beautiful context of the 
divine plan for the marital relationship of man and woman as image-bearers of God, as 
well as the foundation for the family as the basic, divinely ordained unit of human socie-
ty. Violations of this one-flesh union, whether heterosexual or homosexual, premarital 
or extramarital, contravene the divine plan for the family and for the conception and 
rearing of children, brining spiritual despair, guilt, and death to individuals and cultures. 
 

  Article No. 3 ï Officers, Boards and Committees 
 

 Section 1.  The Officers of the State Association shall be a Moderator,  
Assistant Moderator, Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and Parlia-
mentarian.  Each of whom shall be nominated from the floor.  The Moderator and Assis-
tant Moderator shall be elected for a two-year term, and able to succeed themselves for 
an indefinite period of time. The Clerk and Assistant Clerk, the Treasurer and Assistant 
Treasurer shall be elected for a three-year term. The Parliamentarian shall be elected for 
a two-year term.  

 
Election shall be determined by a majority vote.  Those persons and Officers 

thus elected shall hold their office until their successors are elected and installed. 
 

Section 2.  Duties of the Officers of the State Association 
 

ó            I- Moderator. It shall be the duty of the Moderator to preside at all meet-
ings to see that all the Constitution and By-Laws are obeyed and respected, and to exer-
cise all the right to vote. The right to vote shall be given the Moderator only in case of a 
tie.  He shall be allowed to speak on any subject provided the Assistant is in the chair.   
 

II- Assistant Moderator. It shall be the duty of the Assistant Moderator 
to assist the Moderator in any way he can, in the discharge of his duty.  This duty shall 
not be construed to abridge his right to vote when in the chair, in which he shall be gov-
erned to the same rule as that affecting the Moderator. 
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 III- Clerk. It shall be the duty of the Clerk to keep a complete record of all 
Executive Board and State Association meetings, and to publish them in book form. 
Minutes Books are to be distributed to Local Conferences composing this State Associa-
tion. All expenses of such records, printing, and distribution, are to be defrayed by the 
treasury.  

 
The Clerk has authorization for expenses of up to $1000 per year, for needed 

supplies to carry out the duties of clerk. These expenses are to be defrayed by the      
treasury. 

 

IV- Assistant Clerk.  It shall be the duty of the Assistant Clerk to assist 
the Clerk in his duties, and fill-in in his absence. 
 

 V- Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to hold and keep all such 
money as may come into the State Association and disburse it only at the direction of 
proper authorities. He shall make a bond of not less than all funds coming into his     
possession. The bond to be defrayed from the treasury of the general fund. 
 

VI- Assistant Treasurer. It shall be the duty of the Assistant Treasurer 
to assist the Treasurer in his duties, and fill-in in his absence. 
 

VII- Parliamentarian. It shall be the duty of the Parliamentarian to act as 
an expert in the rules and usage of Roberts Rules of Order, in regard to all deliberations 
and business conducted by the WV State Association of Free Will Baptist. The          
Parliamentarian shall rule on any mis-use or abuse of procedures or business brought 
before said Association. 

 

VIII- Promotional Director. ï It shall be the duty of the Promotional 
Director to strive for the enlistment of new Conferences into membership of the West 
Virginia State Association.  To promote the works of this State Association first, and the 
work of Free Will Baptists in new fields. The office of Promotional Director shall not be 
used to settle disputes between brethren and Conferences. 
  

POSITION DESCRIPTION  

POSITION:           
Promotional Director. 

  
FUNCTION: 
  

To promote all works sanctioned by the WV State Association of Free Will 
Baptist. To actively interface with WV FWB Conferences and Churches. To promote the 
WV State Association and its works to other FWB State Associations, Colleges, and 
National Organizations.  
  

ORGANIZATION 
RELATIONSHIPS:  
 

The office of the Promotional Director shall be filled, supported and supervised 
by the Executive Committee of the West Virginia State Association. The Executive   
Committee may by two-thirds vote modify the duties of the Promotional Director to the 
State Association. 
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DUTIES AND RESPNSIBILITIES:    
  

Accountability: 
The Promotional Director shall provide a written report bimonthly to the    

Executive Committee and an annual written report to the State Association. The      
Promotional Director shall meet bimonthly with the Executive Committee.  

 
The Promotional Director shall present an operating budget for approval to 

the Executive Committee.  Once approved, the Promotional Director shall be           
responsible to operate within the budget. 

 

National Meetings: 
The Promotional Director, will attend and represent the WV State Association 

annually at the National Convention and the National Leadership Conference. 
  

Conference and Church Meetings: 
The Promotional Director shall attend and represent the WV State Associa-

tion at as many Local Conferences as possible. He shall attend every Conference at least 
once every two years. 
  

The Promotional Director will make as many Church visits throughout West 
Virginia as his schedule allows. To promote the works of the WV State Association; to 
minister to the pastors; and to keep people informed about the issues affecting Free Will 
Baptists. 

 

Coordination: 
The Promotional Director will participate in all WV State Association Board 

Meetings. To provide general oversight to the Free Will Baptist work in West Virginia 
and provide insight in regard to National Free Will Baptist issues. 

  
The Promotional Director will work closely with the Publication Board in the 

publication of the State Paper 
(The Messenger); and have direct impact as to its contents and format. This is to      
provide consistency in the promotion of West Virginiaôs Free Will Baptist. 

  

Strategic Goals: 
The Promotional Director shall proactively work towards the Strategic Goals 

defined by the Executive Committee and as listed in the Addendum. 
 

Other Duties: 
The Promotional Director will serve as a pastorôs role to our WV pastors by 

counseling and encouraging them.  He will also provide resources for them and their 
flock for their spiritual growth. 

 
 The Promotional Director will promote women and youth activities. 

  
The Promotional Director will have a strong emphasis on Missions, and promote our 
WV Missionaries.  

 
The Promotional Director will serve on the Co-Op Committee.  
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 The Promotional Director shall work with the Masters Men Board to carry out 

the Disaster Response Plan, and serve as the liaison between the National Association 

and the State Association. 

  

The Promotional Director will make himself available to the WV State Boards 

for special projects and to promote all works sanctioned by the WV State Association. 

  

The Promotional Director will make a verbal report at the State Association. 

  

The Promotional Director will be the states representative to Randall House    

Publications. He will comply with the promotional guidelines set forth by Randall House 

as follows: (on any product, program, or service that is acceptable to WV). 

 

Ŀ Promotional Director to write a minimum of four letters a year for promotion 

  of Randall House Publications in conjunction with our campaigns.  

 
Ŀ Promotional Director will attend a minimum of two training events during the 

    year. 
 

Ŀ Promotional Director will promote literature and books in churches,  
   conferences, and at the state meetings. 
 

 Ŀ State will provide a half page in state newsletter for use in promoting Randall 
   House Publications. 

 

 The Promotional Director will promote our ministers and provide resources for 

them such as; training, retirement fund, insurance, church resources, etc.  

 

 The Promotional Director will provide connections with all FWB Colleges and 

provide resources for our young people to attend College. 

  

 The Promotional Director will work toward establishing a permanent State 

Office in the location approved by the WV State Association. It will be used for meetings 

and a repository for minutes, financial reports, historical records, and other documents of 

the WV State Association.  

  

 The Promotional Director may hold another job for means of additional     

income; however, his employment is not to interfere with his required duties as         

Promotional Director.  

 

QUALIFICATIONS:     

     
        The qualifications of the Promotional Director are as follows: 

   

        Must be saved. 
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       Must be an active member of a Free Will Baptist Church associated with the 
National Association of Free Will Baptist. 
  
        Must currently be an ordained minister from a Conference or State associated 
with the National Association of Free Will Baptist.  

 
        Must have been ordained for at least five years and have been in good standing 
with his Church, Conference, and State Association. 

 
        Must be willing to transfer by letter his membership and ordination papers to a 
Church and Conference associated with the WV State Association of Free Will    
Baptist, if not currently associated with West Virginia. 
 
        Must have prior experience in dealing effectively with various denominational 
groups (such as: Churches, Conferences, State Associations, FWB Colleges, National 
Organizations, etc.) and the public. 
  
        Must have adequate training and experience in business and computers. 
 

CONTRACTUAL  
ARRANGEMENTS:     
  

The Promotional Director shall have an annual contract effective from July 
1 until June 30 of the following year. The contract shall be reviewed, and renewed or 
cancelled in January for the following year. This will give a minimum of six months 
notice in case of non-renewal, however, in case the Conference calls for the ordina-
tion papers, the Promotional Director will be relieved of duties while investigation 
and hearing is taking place, and given two monthôs salary. 

  
Remuneration will consist of:  
 
(1) Salary and benefits set annually by mutual agreement of the Executive 
Committee and the Promotional Director.  

 
(2) Expense reimbursement for attending the National Association   
$1200.00, and the National Leadership Conference $450.  

  
(3) Shall have two weekôs vacation after one year of employment, and 
have three weekôs vacation after five years of employment.                             

 
 
       ADDENDUM 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEôS STRATEGIC GOALS                                      
         FOR THE PROMOTIONAL DIRECTOR 

 
(for future use). 
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        IX- The Executive Board ï The Executive Board shall act as the State 
Association when State Association is not in session, action subject to approval by 
State Association. 
(see article #4 for more information) 
        

           X- Program Committee ï That a Program Committee be elected on    
Friday morning to prepare the program for the coming year.  This Committee shall act 
as a Placement Committee and shall comply with the Constitution in making their 
choice for the Church, where the State Association is to be held.  This Committee shall 
consist of two ordained Ministers, one Deacon, and four members of duly seated     
Delegates. This Committee shall be prepared to report to the State Association on    
Saturday. 

 

         XI- The Mission Board ï This Board is to be an eight-member Board, 
with expiration to be two at four years, two at three years, two at two years, and two at 
one year terms. It shall be the duty of this Board to work to promote International   
Missions, and North American Ministries work throughout the State of West Virginia. 
This Missions Board shall cooperate with the National Association, and endeavor to 
raise funds for the Missions Board and our denomination. This Board shall arrange 
Missionary Conferences throughout the state work as it feels necessary.  Also, to pro-
mote new Churches and Conferences through the State of West Virginia where we do 
not have established Free Will Baptist Work. The Mission Board has the authority to 
organize within themselves, as to Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer. 
 

         XII- Publication Board ï The Publication Board shall consist of five (5) 
members elected for a term of five (5) years and elected so that one member is elected 
annually.  It shall organize with an Editor, Associate Editor, Treasurer and three      
Associate Editors.  It shall be the duty of this Board to publish a regular news          
publication concerning the various ministries of Free Will Baptist in West Virginia and 
in the world.  Also, that the news publication include a news letter format. This Board 
shall be limited to new purchases of $300.00 per year without approval of the          
Association or the Executive Board. 
 

       XIII- Christian Education Board ï This Board shall consist of seven 
(7) members elected for a term of seven (7) years and elected as so that one member be 
elected annually.  It shall organize within itself a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.  
It shall be the duty of this Board to generally oversee the educational efforts of this 
Association. This would include but not be limited to (A) organize and conduct a State 
Bible Institute; (B) Establish Sunday Schools; (C) Promote Church Training Services 
(CTS) and generally oversee competitive events on the state and local levels. 
 

        XIV- Trustee Board ï The duties of this Board shall be to hold titles to all 
real property belonging to this body; the maintenance and upkeep of all such         
properties; the planning and supervision of all developments; and the expansion of 
these properties as directed by the West Virginia State Association.  
 
 It is agreed, in this connection, that the Board of Trustees shall at no time sell 
or encumber these properties by mortgage, lien, or otherwise without the express   
consent of this body given in regular session of this Association.  
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 The Board of Trustees is hereby authorized to receive, in behalf of and for the 
West Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists, gifts, grants, monies, real estate, 
or other valuable assets. 
 
 The Board of Trustees shall act for and in behalf of the West Virginia State 
Association of Free Will Baptists in any and all transactions involving any of itôs    
properties, but shall do so strictly in accordance with instructions given by said State 
Association in regular or called session.  
 

       XV- Nominating Committee ï The Nominating Committee shall consist 
of five (5) ordained Ministers elected for a term of one (1) year.  It shall be the duty of 
the Nominating Committee to select candidates, who are qualified and available to fill 
Boards and or Committees.  They will begin their search for candidates from the time 
they are elected until they make their report at next scheduled State Meeting.  They shall 
meet with the Executive Board semiannually and yearly Pre-State Meeting. 
 

        XVI- Executive Committee ï This Committee would be made up of the 
Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Treasurer, Chairman of Missions and Christian      
Education Board, Editor of State Paper, Ex officio member, President of the Women 
Active for Christ, and two Members at Large from the Executive Board to be chosen by 
this body. This Committee is to supervise and oversee the Promotional Director, State 
Office (if and when established), and Newspaper.  The duties of this Board would be 
Executive and Promotional. 
 

The Executive Committee will set an annual budget for the Ministries under 
their supervision.  
 

The Executive Committee will submit this budget to the Executive Board for 
approval.  

 
The Executive Committee will provide an annual report to the Executive  

Board to include goals, milestones, financial status, and any important concerns.  
 

The Executive Committee will report the number of meetings conducted the 
past year.    

 
  The Executive Committee will report to the West Virginia State Association 
during the annual session. 
 

        XVII- Masterôs Men Board ï The purpose of the Masterôs Men Board 
shall be to promote and encourage the Men of Free Will Baptist Churches in West   
Virginia to become active in the Masterôs Men program and to assist in starting      
Chapters in the local Churches or Conferences, and will be responsible for maintaining 
and dispersing the West Virginia Masterôs Men fund. 
 
 This Board shall coordinate work projects to assist the Churches of West  
Virginia to build and remodel as needed on a volunteer basis.  This Board shall also 
coordinate programs for fellowship and spiritual growth for the Men in the Churches 
throughout the state.  These programs may be in the form of retreats, workshops and 
seminars, etc. 
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 This Board will in cooperation with the Moderator and Promotional Director, 
distribute monies given for Disaster Relief as designated or as instructed, to Free Will   
Baptist Organizations selected for assistance. 
 
 All members of this Board shall serve as corresponding messengers to the     
Conference and Churches of West Virginia, and give report to the Chairmen, who will then 
give report to the West Virginia State Association. 
  

The Masterôs Men Board shall consist of seven (7) members serving from one 
seven-year member to a one year member, with one new member elected annually.  The 
Board will have the right to replace any member that resigns with another man to serve  
pro-tem until the next State Meeting.  
 

The Masters Men Board will elect a Chairman.  
 
The State Treasurer will deposit and disperse funds in the Masters Men account 

at the direction of the Masters Men Board. 
 

The Chairman of the Masters Men Board shall present an annual plan outlining 
their goals for the coming year. The plan is to be approved by the Executive Board, and 
presented to the State Association. 

 

        XVIII- Women Active for Christ (WAC) ï The West Virginia WAC 
Convention will be recognized as subordinate to the West Virginia State Association; but it 
shall organize at its own discretion and have power to create and adopt a Constitution and 
By-Laws and maintain management of the work for which it is constituted.  The State 
WAC shall report its accomplishments and financial operations annually to the West   
Virginia State Association. 

 
The purpose of the WV WAC is to promote and encourage the Women of Free 

Will Baptist Churches in West Virginia to become active in the program of WNAC and to 
assist in starting groups in local Churches and will be responsible for maintaining and  
dispersing all funds received by the State WAC. 
 
 The Officers of this Convention shall be a President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Historian, Treasurer, Mission Chairman, three (3) Field Workers and three (3) Members at 
Large.  Six of these shall compose a quorum. These will be elected every two years.  All 
Officers are to be a member of a Free Will Baptist Church and a WAC group which reports 
to the State Convention. 
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Article No. 4 ï Executive Board 

 

 Section 1.  The Executive Board shall be composed of one ordained Minister 
from each Local Conference that is in good standing with the State Association. 
 

 Section 2.  If any member of the Executive Board is unable to attend, he must 
send a proxy in his place. 
 

 Section 3.  At a regular scheduled session, 10:00 a.m. the Saturday before the 
State Meeting, this Board shall hear the reports of all Standing Boards and Officers.  It 
shall serve as a Budget Committee and make recommendations as deemed pertinent to the 
State Association.  This Board will also examine the Conference letters and report findings 
at State Meeting. 
 

Article No. 5 ï Standing Boards 
 
 The standing Boards shall be the following: Mission Board, Christian Education 
Board, Publication Board, Masterôs Men Board, and the Board of Trustees. 
 

Article No. 6 - Fees 
 

 Section 1.  Annual Dues from Conference to State Association shall be as 
follows: Churches with 0 to 25 membership will pay $25.00, Churches with 26 to 50  
membership will pay $50.00, Churches with 51 to 75 membership will pay $75.00, 
Churches with any additional membership above 75 members will pay an additional 
$25.00 per each additional twenty-five membership, plus National Dues. 
 

 Section 2.  All Ministers, Deacons, and Delegates shall pay Five Dollars 
($5.00) registration fee (dues), with the exception of those Ministers who are Sixty-five 
years of age or disabled.  Two dollars ($2.00) to go to the host church, Three Dollars 
($3.00) to go to the State Association.  
 

 Section 3.  Any Minister receiving a good standing card must pay his Five 
Dollar ($5.00) dues. If the Minister is disable or retired, he is not required to pay dues. 
Each Local Conference is requested to collect the Ministers dues and send to the State 
Association with their letter. 
 

  Section 4.  The State Association shall if requested, pay all Board and Com-
mittee members mileage at the United States Government rate, when traveling to meetings 
for business of the State Association.  If any Conference does not pay the mileage expense 
for their Executive Board member, the State Association will pay that expense.  Any other 
parties requesting a Board or Committee of the State Association to meet with them, shall 
be responsible to pay their mileage. This excludes mileage to the National Association or 
National Leadership Conference  
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Article No. 7 - Meetings 

 

 Section 1.  The State Association shall hold its regular meeting annually on 
Friday and Saturday before the second Sunday in June at a place and date fixed by the 
regular session and made known before adjournment.  
 
Special meetings may be called by the Executive Board when extreme necessity      
demands, provided that the Clerk of each Local Conference has been properly notified 
fifteen days before the date of the meeting of this organization. 
 

 Section 2.  Any Local Conference or Church desiring to host the State  
Association, shall complete a Hosting Application Form with the seating, dining, and 
parking capacities. They shall also provide a list of local Hotels and Restaurants, with 
an approximate distance from the host Church. 

 

Article No. 8 - Revisions 
 

 This Constitution may be revised or changed at any regular session of the 
West Virginia State Association provided the change is presented in writing and stated 
one day before vote is taken.  
                                                                    
              Revised 6/10/2017 
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  Check out the WV State Association website.   

 

 Go to www.wvfwb.org   
 

 Log in information; 
 

User name-wvfwb  
 Password-freewill  

 
 
 
 
                                                                     

Click here to login    
 

To log into the secure section of the web page, 
click on the word Login, below the outline of WV.  

This will pop-up the log on page.  
Enter the password.   

Then either click on the LOGIN button 
or press the enter key on your keyboard. 

 
If you have any questions  

or would like something added to the 
website, contact our website administrator: 

 
                                  Rev. James Sturgill 
             PO Box 524,  
             Sophia, WV  25921 
                         Ph. 304-860-8781 

   e-mail,  ka8azk@gmail.com  

 
      

http://www.wvfwb.org/
mailto:ka8azk@gmail.com
mailto:jsturgill@sophiafwb.com
http://www.wvfwb.org/login.html
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 BY-LAWS 
 
1-     A portion of the scripture shall be read and prayer be offered at the beginning of 
each morning and afternoon session of the State Association and prayer shall be 
offered at the close of each session. 

 
2-    The Moderator or Assistant Moderator shall call the meeting to order at the hour 
 designated by the program committee.  When Moderator nor Assistant is present, 
the Clerk shall call the meeting to order and elect a Moderator-protem. 

 
3-     It shall be the duty of the Local Conferences so composing this organization to 
send a letter to it giving accurately as possible the information requested by the 
State and National Association. 

 
4-     Not over one Deacon shall be appointed on any one committee.  Except in case of 
emergency. 

 
5-     Only ordained Ministers shall be allowed to moderate this meeting. 
 
6-     All Sunday School Conventions and the State WAC Convention shall report to the 
State Association and their report be received as information. 

 
7-     In case of controversy regarding parliamentary procedures, Robertôs Rules of  
Order shall be considered as final authority. 

 
8-     All business except routine shall be brought by Committee, but should the Com-
mittee refuse or fail to present to this body any business given it by any member of 
this State Association, then such business cannot be discussed unless by vote of 
this body. 

 
9-     No one shall speak for more than five minutes or more than twice on the same 
subject without the consent of the Moderator. 

 
10-   Each Conference shall have its letter and finance report sent to the State           
Association Clerk on or before May 24th, so that the Executive Board may examine 
them the week prior to the State Meeting. 

 
11-   Any member of this body can appeal from the decision of the Moderator to the 
body and by a two thirds majority of all members present, thereon. This decision 
shall be sustained or rejected. 

 
12-  No one shall leave the body without consent of the Moderator.  Anyone deciding to          
       speak shall arise and say ñBrother Moderatorò and shall not speak further until he  
       or she is recognized by the Moderator.  The Moderator shall stop all discussion  
       when not carried on in a Christian Spirit, or think it will lead to discord or division 
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 . 
 
 
13-  This State Association shall correspond by messenger or otherwise with other       
religious bodies. 

 
14-  The same person or group of persons shall not serve on more than one standing Board 
or Committee, as long as it can be supplied otherwise. 

 
15-   Not less than three (3) Gospel Sermons shall be preached at any one session of the 
West Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptists. 

 
16-   No person shall be elected to any office without being present, except the Executive 
Board members.  (The member is recommended by the Local Conference). 

 
17-   The Moderator shall be elected at the close of each two-year session on Saturday,    
and shall serve until his successor is elected at the same time the following two years. 

 
18-   No Ministers, Deacons or Delegates shall be permitted to vote that is a known     
Homosexual, Bi-Sexual, Transsexual, Transgender, or Lesbian in this State          
Association.  The State Association will not retain any persons known to be such. 

 
19-   The Officers of the State Association shall receive an honorarium as follows:  

  Moderator - $100/Yr.       Assistant Moderator - $50/Yr.  
  Clerk - $4800/Yr.             Treasurer - $4800/Yr.  

 
20-  The General Board member of the National Association, the Moderator and the    
Promotional Director shall receive a total of $1200.00 each to attend the National  

        Association.  The Assistant Moderator, Clerk, Assistant Clerk, Treasurer, Assistant 
Treasurer, and Parliamentarian shall receive $400 when the National Association 
convenes east of the Mississippi River and $600 when west of the Mississippi River, 
if they attend.  All are eligible to receive $300 to attend the National Leadership   
Conference.  

 
21-   Any Minister having voting privileges in the State Association must have a good 
standing card issued by the State Association. 

 
22-   Any ordained or licensed Free Will Baptist Minister that assumes the position as  
Pastor of a Church whose general doctrine teaches or advocates second works of 
grace, eternal security, or speaking in tongues must immediately surrender his     
ordination papers or license to the Conference of issuance. 

 
23-   These By-Laws may be changed or revised at any regular session of the State      
Association provided that they be plainly written and stated one day before vote is 
taken.  

 
                         Revised 6/10/2017 
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RESOLUTIONS 

 
 
     Resolution #1 
 

REGARDING VARIOUS TRANSLATIONS 
     Whereas, 

There is confusion caused among our people by many modern translations of 
the Bible; 
 

     Whereas, 
 Many of these translations are not reliable or trustworthy; therefore, 
 
     Be it resolved: 

That we urge our people to use the King James Version of the Bible in the 
public services. 
          06-08-2013 

                RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 
That our Conferences adopt a policy that all Ministers and Deacons read  and study  
the FWB Treatise, and then be questioned on it before they are ordained. 
June 10, 2016 
 
That our Churches adopt into their Constitution and By-Laws the 
 ñSame Sex Marriage Policyò as presented by our National Association.  
June 10, 2016 
 
To increase the money given to the Host Church which is used to offset the  expenses 
of hosting the State Association, from $200 to $500.   
June 10, 2016 
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Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the Word of God 
as our rule of faith and practice, we now give ourselves to one another by the will 
of God in this solemn covenant.  
 
We promise, by His grace, to love and obey Him in all things, to avoid all      
appearance of evil, to abstain from all sinful amusements and unholy conformity 
to the world, from all sanction of the use and sale of intoxicating beverages, and 
to "provide things honest in the sight of all men."  
 
We agree faithfully to discharge our obligations in reference to the study of the 
Scriptures, secret prayer, family devotions, and social worship; and by             
self-denial, faith, and good works endeavor to "grow in grace and the knowledge 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ."  
 
We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together for church conferences, 
public worship, and the observance of the ordinances of the Gospel; nor fail to 
pay according to our ability for the support of the church, of its poor, and all its 
benevolent work.  
 
We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meekness, and to 
watch over one another in love, endeavoring to "keep the unity of the Spirit" in 
the bonds of peace, to be careful of one another's happiness and reputation, and 
seek to strengthen the weak, encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as 
far as we are able, promote the success of the church and of the Gospel.  
 
We will everywhere hold Christian principle sacred and Christian obligations and 
enterprises supreme; counting it our chief business in life to extend the influence 
of Christ in society, constantly praying and toiling that the kingdom of God may 
come, and His will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
To this end we agree to labor for the promotion of educational and                  
denominational enterprises, the support of missions, the success of Sunday 
schools, and evangelistic efforts for the salvation of the world. And may the God 
of peace sanctify us wholly, and preserve us blameless unto the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
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State Meeting Hosting Application 

 
We the ______________________FWB Church, ___________________ Conference, 

would like to host the 20___ , West Virginia State Association of FWB, held on June 
___ & ___, 20___. 

Churchôs physical address, _____________________________________________________________ 

Churchôs telephone number, _______________, e-mail address, _______________________________ 

Pastorôs Name, _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address, ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number, ____________________, e-mail address, __________________________________ 

Facility information: 

Seating capacity, _____________________________________________________________________  

Available parking, ____________________________________________________________________  

Eating facilities,______________________________________________________________________ 

Rest Room facilities,__________________________________________________________________ 

Comments 
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions- (Please attach information separately).                                                                                                            
(please list detailed directions to the Church. These directions will be placed in the Minutes Book 
and listed on the web-page.       
 

Hotel Information- (Please attach information separately).                                                                                      
(please list hotel name, address, telephone number, web address, and distance to church).                                    
(prefer those who do not serve alcohol). 
 

Restaurant / Fast Food Information- (Please attach information separately).                                                                                              

(please list eatery name, city or general location).                                                                                                              

(prefer those who do not serve alcohol). 

 

Signature of Pastor or his designee, ____________________________________ 

West Virginia  

 State Association of Free Will Baptists  
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Meeting Rooms Required for State Association meeting. 
 

We will need at least 5 meeting rooms if possible for the following, 
 
 

Business Committee ï 5 members 
 

Executive Committee ï 8 members 
(not usually needed) 

 
Missions Board ï 8 members 

 
Nominating Committee - 5 members 

 
Program Placement Committee ï 7 members 

 
              The host Church will need to provide the following services and items for the  
                                     Executive Board and State Association meetings: 
 
1-   Provide lunch for the mid-year Executive Board Meeting.  
      (Late February, for approximately 30 people). 
 
2. - Provide lunch for the pre-State Executive Board Meeting.  
      (Saturday before State Meeting, for approximately 30 people). 
 
3. - Provide lunch for the State Association,  
      (Friday, approx. 160 people, Saturday, approx. 140 people). 
 
4. - Provide Saturday morning 7:30am breakfast for the Ministers, Deacons, and Wives  
      Breakfast.  (Approx. 50 people). The Promotional Director is in charge of the breakfast. 
 
5. - Please provide one 8 foot table and two chairs at the front of the Church for the Clerk and   
      Assistant Clerk, and chairs for the Moderator, Asst. Moderator, and Parliamentarian.  
      (For all meetings). 
 
6. - We will need two tables for registration at entrance to sanctuary.  
      (State Association meeting only). 
 
7. - Please provide at least two persons to operate the registration table. Registration hours are  
      8:15 to 10:30 am on Friday, and 7:45 to 10:00am on Saturday. They will collect dues, make  
      sure people sign the proper registration books, make name tags, distribute Minutes Books,  
      and Digest of Reports.               
      (State Association meeting only). 
 
8. - Please provide an area to set up displays for Childrenôs Homes, Bible Colleges, Home and  
      International Missions, National Office Agencies, Randall House, etc.  
      (State Association meeting only). 
 

 The host Church will receive 40% (approx. $500.00) of all Ministers, Deacons, and Delegates dues,     

 plus $500.00 for hosting.  
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OFFICERS, BOARDS, AND COMMITTEES 
OF THE WEST VIRGINIA STATE ASSOCIATION  

OF FREE WILL BAPTIST 2017 ï 2018 
 

OFFICERS 
 
GENERAL BOARD MEMBER Rev. Luther Morgan 
TO NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 535 Richmond Street, Huntington, WV  25702  
Term 6/13/15ð06/09/18  Ph. 304-523-8121 
    e-mail, pastorlrm@aol.com 
 
MODERATOR   Rev. Earl White  
Term 6/11/16ð06/09/18  93 Stokes Street, Williamson, WV  25661  
    Ph. 304-785-1595 
    e-mail, earl@nolanfwbchurch.com  
 
ASSISTANT MODERATOR  Rev. Mike Smith 
Term 6/11/16ð06/09/18  9454 Riverfront Road, Lovely, KY 41231  
    Ph. 606-237-5624 
    e-mail, jmikesmith.1964@gmail.com 
 
PROMOTIONAL DIRECTOR Rev. Rickie Holstein 
Annually    PO Box 4624, Charleston, WV  25364   
    Ph. 304-595-4246 
    e-mail, rickieholstein@live.com 
 
TREASURER   Bro. Curtis Hall  
Term 6/13/15ð06/09/18  Box 25, Lenore, WV  25676  
    Ph. 304-475-4195 
    e-mail, cehall53@yahoo.com    
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER  Rev. Craig Scott Erwin 
Term 6/10/17ð06/13/20  2614 Rockhouse Fork, Delbarton, WV  25670 

 Ph. 304-475-3812 
 e-mail, craig.s.erwin@w.v.gov 

 
PARLIAMENTARIAN  Rev. Rex Cox  
Term 6/11/16ð06/09/18  4135 Rock Run Road, St. Marys, WV  26170   
    Ph. 304-684-9458  
    e-mail, pandrcox@citlink.net 
 
CLERK    Bro. Keith Hadley  
Term 6/10/17ð06/13/20  11878 Hebron Road, St. Marys, WV  26170   
    Ph. 304-684-3676, Cell 304-919-8881, 
    e-mail, rkhadley@frontiernet.net 
 
ASSISTANT CLERK  Rev. Tommy Kesterson 
Term 6/10/17ð06/13/20  11944 Frost Road, Dunmore, WV  24934 
    Ph. 304-799-7228 
    e-mail, tckesterson@frontiernet.net 
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

MODERATOR   Rev. Earl White  
93 Stokes Street, Williamson, WV  25661  
Ph. 304-785-1595 
e-mail. earl@nolanfwbchurch.com 

 
ASSISTANT MODERATOR  Rev. Mike Smith 

9454 Riverfront Road, Lovely, KY 41231  
Ph. 606-237-5624 
e-mail, jmikesmith.1964@gmail.com 

 
TREASURER   Bro. Curtis Hall  

Box 25, Lenore, WV  25676 
            Ph. 304-475-4195 
    e-mail, cehall53@yahoo.com 
 
CHAIRMANôS OF   Rev. Rex Cox, 
MISSION BOARD   4135 Rock Run Road, St. Maryôs, WV  26170   
     Ph. 304-684-9458 
    e-mail, pandrcox@citlink.net 
 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD  Bro. John Warren Preece  

44 Blankenship Drive, Delbarton, WV  25670   
Ph. 304-475-4008 
e-mail, jwp7777@yahoo.com 

 
PUBLICATION BOARD  Bro. Marvin Holley, 

3696 Sleepy Hollow Drive, Hurricane, WV 25526
 Ph. 304-562-9420 

 
MEMBERS AT LARGE  Rev. Raybon K. Cook, Sr. 
    Box 109,  Kopperston, WV  25854 
    Ph. 304-682-6168  
    e-mail, rayboncook@frontier.com 
 
    Rev. John L. Price  
    3223 Hartley Run Road,  Le Roy, WV  25252 

  Ph. 304-372-5417, 
  e-mail, mtn_shepherd@yahoo.com 

     
EX OFFICIO MEMBER Sister Jody Sullivan  
President of WAC    504 Richmond Street, Huntington, WV  25702   

Ph. 304-523-4417  
e-mail, jody.sullivan55@hotmail.com  

 
EDITOR OF STATE PAPER  Bro. Adam White  

Rt. 1, Box 75, Williamson, WV  25661   
Ph. 304-785-1048 
e-mail, adamwhite@suddenlink.net   
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
OF THE WV STATE ASSOCIATION 

 

 
Beckley -   Rev. R. Wayne Peters,  

508 Pikeview Drive, Beckley, WV  25801 
   Ph. 304-222-1500  
 

Brotherhood -   Rev. Luther Morgan  
   535 Richmond Street,  Huntington, WV  25702  

Ph. 304-523-8121 
e-mail, pastorlrm@aol.com 

 
Calvary-   Rev. Roger Tolliver  
   148 Beckett Drive,  Beckley,  WV  25801 
   Ph. 304-252-1568 
 
Christian Fellowship -   Rev. Johnny Faine 
                                        PO Box 402, Peach Creek, WV  25639 
            Ph. 304-752-8034  
 
Eastern Panhandle -       Rev. Thomas Hoffmaster II  
   Box 1247,  Inwood, WV  25428 
                      Ph. 304-997-0855 
   e-mail, pastorhuff@yahoo.com 
 
Elk River -   Rev. Douglas Burdette  

251 Left Fork of Twistabout Road, Procious,  WV  25164  
   Ph. 304-587-7997   
 
Freedom -   Rev. Mike Brown 

654 Madison Creek Road, Lyburn, WV  25632   
   Ph. 304-752-0759  
 
Greenbrier Nicholas -  Rev. Alva ñBudò Casto  
   1012 Orndorff  Road, Nettie, WV  26681 
   Ph. 304-846-6888 
   e-mail, agcasto75@yahoo.com 
 
Guyan Valley -   Rev. David McCloud  
   Rt. 1, Box 490,  Harts, WV  25524 
   Ph. 304-855-9658 
 
Huff Creek -   Rev. Shane Bryant  
   195 Piney Branch Road,  Harts, WV  25524 
    Ph. 304-855-0013 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS, continued 

 
 
Kanawha -   Rev. Rickie Holstein  
   PO Box 4624, Charleston, WV  25364 
    Ph.  304-595-4246 
   e-mail, rickieholstein@live.com 
 
Liberty -    Rev. Craig Scott Erwin 

2614 Rockhouse Fork, Delbarton, WV  25670 
   Ph. 304-475-3812  
   e-mail, craig.s.erwin@w.v.gov 
 
Logan -    Rev. Larry Light 
   54 Wheatley Branch Road,  Chapmanville, WV  25508 
   Ph. 304-855-7337 
   e-mail, preacherlight@yahoo.com 
 
#1 Mingo -   Rev. Vinnie Morris 

404 Hill Drive, Logan, WV  25601 
   Ph. 304-688-9043 
 
Trinity -    Rev. Roger L. Browning, Sr.  
   Box 1075,  Pineville, WV  24874   

Ph. 304-732-0125 or 304-967-8819 
 
Tug River -   Rev. GW Mounts 
   469 Dar Star Road, Delbarton, WV  25670 

 Ph. 304-475-3446 
 e-mail, gwbea@suddenlink.net 

 
Unity -    Rev. Mike Smith 
   9454 Riverfront Road,  Lovely, KY  41231  
                                                Ph. 606-237-5624 
   e-mail, jmikesmith.1964@gmail.com 
 
Upper Ohio Valley -  Rev. John L. Price  
   3223 Hartley Run Road,  Le Roy, WV  25252 

 Ph. 304-372-5417 
 e-mail, mtn_shepherd@yahoo.com 

 
Wayne -    Rev. Gordon Workman 

460 Flat Branch Road, Genoa, WV  25517 
   Ph. 304-385-4671 
   e-mail catwork54@yahoo.com 
 
Wyoming -   Rev. Raybon K. Cook, Sr. 
   Box 109,  Kopperston, WV  25854 
   Ph. 304-682-6168  
   e-mail, rayboncook@frontier.com 
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TRUSTEE BOARD 
 
  Rev. Roscoe Chafin  

Rt. 2, Box 567-A, Pecks Mill, WV  25547 
  Ph. 304-752-4510 
 
  Rev. Lacy Cox, Jr.  

PO Box 194, Wilkinson, WV  25653 
  Ph. 304-752-4523 
 

Bro. Jim Hutchison  
3381 Holland Branch Road, Barboursville, WV  25504 

   Ph.  Home 304-736-9714, Cell 304-638-5373,  
  e-mail, hutchison1951@aol.com 
 

Rev. Luther Morgan  
535 Richmond Street, Huntington, WV  25702 

          Ph. 304-523-8121 
  e-mail, pastorlrm@aol.com 
 

Rev. Kenneth Samms  
96 Sawmill Road, Scott Depot, WV  25560 

          Ph. 304-755-5595 
  e-mail, kennandbarb@aol.com 

 
AUDIT COMMITTEE 

 
Rev. Alva ñBudò Casto 
1012 Orndorff Road, Nettie, WV  26681 

           Ph. 304- 846-6888 
  e-mail, agcasto75@yahoo.com 
 

Rev. Kenneth Samms 
96 Sawmill Road, Scott Depot, WV  25560 

           Ph. 304-755-5595 
  e-mail, kennandbarb@aol.com 

 
Rev. Mark Price 
1794 Cottageville Road, Cottageville, WV  25239-6532 

  Ph. 304-372-5607 
  e-mail, mprice@casinternet.net 
 
  Rev. Mike Dillon 
  806 Right Fork Garretts Creek Road 
  Wayne, WV  25570 
  Ph. 304-522-1694 
 

Bro. Edwin Freeman 
Box 136, Canvas, WV  26662 

  Ph. 304-872-4086 
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    BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

 
  Rev. Craig Scott Erwin 

2614 Rockhouse Fork, Delbarton, WV  25670 
  Ph. 304-475-3812 
  e-mail, craig.s.erwin@w.v.gov 
 

Rev. Kenneth Samms  
96 Sawmill Road, Scott Depot, WV  25560 

          Ph. 304-755-5595 
  e-mail, kennandbarb@aol.com 

 
  Rev. Aaron Frederick 
  5790 Walker Road, Walker, WV  26180 
  Ph. 304-916-2099 
 

Bro. Marvin Holley 
3696 Sleepy Hollow Drive, Hurricane, WV 25526 

               Ph. 304-562-9420 
 

Bro. John Poling 
5888 Hebron Road, St. Marys, WV 26170 
Ph. 304-684-3343  
 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD 

 
  7 Yrs. -  Bro. Jon Luther 
                PO Box 302, Ethel, WV  25076 
                Ph. 304-752-0988 
 

6 Yrs. - Sist. Amy Smith 
              9454 Riverfront Road, Lovely, KY  41231  
              Ph. 606-237-5624 
 
5Yrs. -  Rev. Isaiah Hatfield 
             193 McCorkle Road, Sod, WV  25564 
             Ph. 740-485-2722 
             e-mail, rev.isaiah.hatfield@gmail.com 

 
4 Yrs. ï Sist. Linda Hutchison 
              3381 Holland Branch Road, Barboursville, WV  25504 
              Ph. 304-736-9714 
 
3 Yrs. ï Sist. Nona Newsome 
              3517 Hode Road, Warfield, KY  41267 
              Ph. Home 606-395-6062, Cell 304-521-7823 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD continued 
 

 
2 Yrs.ï Bro. John Warren Preece  
             44 Blankenship Drive, Delbarton, WV  25670 

                            Ph.  304-475-4008 
               e-mail, jwp7777@yahoo.com 

 
 1 Yr. ï Rev. Tom Dyer  
              254 Kentuky Street, Huntington, WV  25704 

                Ph. 304-429-3476, cell 304-654-2922   

 

CO-OP COMMITTEE 

 
 Promotional Director: 
 Rev. Rickie Holstein 
 PO Box 4624, Charleston, WV  25364   
 Ph.304-595-4246  
 e-mail, rickieholstein@live.com 

 
 Vacant,  

   
 

          
 

 Rev. Thomas Hoffmaster II  
 Box 1247, Inwood, WV  25428 

         Ph. 304-997-0855 
   e-mail, pastorhuff@yahoo.com 
 

 Rev. Jeff Cook  
 94 Ultra Lane, Ashton, WV  25503 

                Ph. 304-687-6198 
 
 Rev. Douglas Burdette  
 251 Left Fork of Twistabout Road, Procious, WV  25164 

           Ph. 304-587-7997 
 

 Bro. Curtis Hall  
 Box 25, Lenore, WV  25676 

           Ph. 304-475-4195 
   e-mail, cehall53@yahoo.com 
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HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 
 

  
 Rev. Rickie Holstein 
 P.O. Box 4624, Charleston, WV  25364 

           Ph. 304-595-4246 
   email, rickieholstein@live.com 
 

 Rev. Alva ñBudò Casto 
 1012 Orndorff Road, Nettie, WV  26681 

   Ph. 304-846-6888 
   e-mail, agcasto75@yahoo.com  
 

 Rev. Kenneth Samms  
 96 Sawmill Road, Scott Depot, WV  25560 
 Ph. 304-755-5595  

   
 

MASTERôS MEN BOARD 
 

7 Yrs. - Bro. Rodney Scott  
             55 Trace Branch Road, East Lynn, WV  25512 
             Ph. 304-849-3470 
             e-mail, r0des@juno.com 

 
6 Yrs - Rev. Joey Kennedy 
            Box 433, Pecks Mill, WV  25547 
            Ph. 304-752-2204. Cell 304-687-6407 

 
5 Yrs. - Rev. Jerry Bryant 
             10, Ward Avenue, Harts, WV  25524 
             Ph. 304-687-4115 
 
4Yrs. -  Rev. Robert Cornell  
              52 Wood Circle Drive, Parkersburg, WV 26104 

                            Ph. 304-834-1614 
 
3 Yrs. ï Rev. Shane Bryant 
              195 Piney Branch Road, Harts, WV  25524 
              Ph. 304-855-0013 
 
2 Yrs. ï Bro. Brian Lowe  
              PO Box 632, Logan, WV  25601 
              Ph. 304-946-4482 
              e-mail, wvchaplin2010@yahoo.com 
 
1 Yr -     Vacant 

 



30 

 

MISSION BOARD 
 

 
4 Yrs. -  Rev. Rickie Holstein  
              PO Box 4624, Charleston, WV  25364 

                 Ph.  304-595-4246 
                e-mail, rickieholstein@live.com 
 

4 Yrs.-   Rev. H. Bert Hall  
              Rt. 2, Box 275-B, Charleston, WV  25314 

                 Ph.  304-343-2599 
 
3 Yrs. -  Rev. Rex Cox  
              4135 Rock Run Road, St. Marys, WV  26170 

                 Ph.  304-684-9458 (Chairman) 
                e-mail, pandrcox@citlink.net 
 

3 Yrs. -  Rev. G.W. Mounts 
              469, Day Star Road, Delbarton, WV  25670 
              Ph. 304-475-3446 
              e-mail, gwbea@suddenlink.net 

 
2 Yrs. -  Bro. John Poling  
              5888 Hebron Road, St. Marys, WV 26170 

                Ph.  304-684-3343 
 

2 Yrs.  - Rev. John Hudson          
              151 Drake Wood Lane 
              Charleston, WV  25314 
              Ph. 304-342-2879 
 
1 Yr.  -  Rev. Raybon Cook, Sr.  
              Box 109, Kopperston, WV  24854 
              Ph.  304- 682-6168 
 
1 Yr..  - Rev. Jody Fortner  
             4948 H, Meadow Drive, Lavalette, WV  25535 
             Ph. 304-525-2280 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
 

 
Dr. James Cox, Jr. 
37 Laxon Lane, Hurricane, WV  25526 
Ph. 304-397-6454, Cell 304-767-8314 
 
Rev. Luther Morgan 
535 Richmond Street, Huntington, WV  25702  
Ph. 304-523-8121 
e-mail, pastorlrm@aol.com 
  
Rev. Josue Rivera 
PO Box 491, Ranson, WV  25438 
Ph. 843-610-5117 

 
Rev. Larry Light 
54 Wheatley Branch Road, Chapmanville, WV  25508 
Ph. 304-855-7337 
e-mail, preacherlight@yahoo.com  
 
Rev. Thomas Hoffmaster II  
Box 1247, Inwood, WV  25428 

        Ph. 304-997-0855 
  e-mail, pastorhuff@yahoo.com 

 

OBITUARY COMMITTEE 
 

 
3 Yrsï  Sist. Shirley Poling  
             5888 Hebron Road, St. Maryôs, WV 26170            
             Ph. 304-684-3433 
 
2 Yrs.ï Sist. Betty Cornell  
             52 Wood Circle Drive, Parkersburg, WV 26104 
             Ph. 304-834-1614  
 
1 Yr. ï Sist. Virginia Shirkey  
             P.O. Box 251, Culloden, WV  25510 
             Ph. 304-743-9319 
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PROGRAM  and PLACEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
 
 

Ministers: 
  Rev. Raybon K. Cook, Sr. 
  Box 109,  Kopperston, WV  25854 
  Ph. 304-682-6168  
  e-mail, rayboncook@frontier.com 
 
  Rev. Thomas Hoffmaster II  
  Box 1247,  Inwood, WV  25428 
                     Ph. 304-997-0855 
  e-mail, pastorhuff@yahoo.com  

 
Deacon:   

  Bro. Curtis Hall 
Box 25, Lenore, WV  25676 

          Ph. 304-475-4195 
  e-mail, cehall53@yahoo.com 
 

Delegates: 
Sist. Rose Casto 

  1012 Orndorff  Road, Nettie, WV  26681 
  Ph. 304-846-6888 

 
Sist. Mary Jo Corbin, 
545 Nine Mile Road, St. Marys, WV  26170 
Ph. 304-684-2555 
  
Sist. Diana Cox 
37 Laxon Lane, Hurricane, WV  25526 
Ph. 304-397-6454 
 
Sist. Sarah Hadley 
304 Timms Street, St. Marys, WV 26170 

          Ph.  304-299-3273 
  e-mail, sarahhadley@yahoo.com 
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PUBLICATION BOARD 

 
 

5 Yrs. ï Rev. James Sturgill  
              PO Box 524, Sophia, WV  25921 
              Ph. 304-860-8781 
              e-mail, ka8azk@gmail.com  
 
4 Yrs  -  Bro. Marvin Holley 
              3696 Sleepy Hollow Drive, Hurricane, WV 25526 
              Ph. 304-562-9420 
 
3 Yrs. ï Rev. Johnny Ray Davis 
              123 Nolan Street, Williamson, WV  25661 
              Ph. 304-235-2009 
 
2 Yrs. ï Bro. Adam White 
              Rt. 1, Box 75, Williamson, WV  25661 

                Ph. 304-785-1048 
                e-mail, adamwhite@suddenlink.net 

 
1 Yr.  -  Rev. Carl Lilly 
              e-mail, clilly21@zoominternet.net 
 
 
 

WEB MASTER 
 
 

                                                   Rev. James Sturgill  
                                                   PO Box 524, Sophia, WV  25921 
                                                   Ph. 304-860-8781 
      e-mail,  ka8azk@gmail.com 
      or  www.wvfwb.org 
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     WOMEN ACTIVE for CHRIST OFFICERS 

       Term Years 2017-2019 
 
 

 
President       Vice President 
Jody Sullivan         Cherri Farley 
504 Richmond Street       1099 Farley Branch Road 
Huntington, WV  25702       Cool Ridge, WV  25825 
Ph.304-523-4417        Ph. 304-787-3384 
jody.sullivan55@hotmail.com gma2alcor.tx@gmail.com       

 
Secretary       Treasurer                           
Alice Smith      Linda Hutchison             
1254 Fields Creek Road  3381 Holland Branch Road    
Winifrede, WV  25214        Barboursville, WV  25504       
Ph. 304-949-2713   Ph. 304-736-9714        
alicesmith2@cs.com  hutchison1951@aol.com 

          
Member at Large                 Member at Large   
Janie Mabrey    Loraine Tolliver                   
PO Box 170   148 Beckett Drive                      
Midway, WV  25878  Beckley, WV  25801                            
Ph. 304-683-9115      Ph. 304-252-1568    
 
Member at Large 
Ann Tolliver 
HC 69, Box 174A 
Herndon, WV  24726  
Ph. 304-294-4777 
 
 

Next WAC State Meeting: May 19, 2018, 
Fairdale FWB Church, (Beckley area)   
 
Next WAC State Retreat:  September 07 & 08, 2018 
Chesapeake FWB Church, (Charleston area)                        

          

 

mailto:ugandabobby@gmail.com


35 

 

 

   
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Missionaries 
 
 
               
Josue and Cristina Rivera,  Hispanic Missionaries to the  Eastern Panhandle area. 
      PO Box 491, Ranson, WV  25438 
      Ph. 843-610-5117      
      e-mail, rivera.fiel@yahoo.com 
 
For donations or more information about the Riveraôs, contact: 
  
      West Virginia FWB Mission Board 
      ATTN:  Rickie Holstein, Treasurer 
      PO Box 4624 
      Charleston, WV  25364 
      Ph.  304-595-4246, e-mail, rickieholstein@live.com 
 
 
 

 International Missionaries 
 
  Missionaries to Bulgaria 
 
  Tim and Lydia Awtrey, Yanna and Alex  
      E-mail, tawtrey@fwbgo.com 
 
   Jonathan and Amy Postlewaite, Anna Grace, and Jonna  
      E-mail, jpostlewaite@fwbgo.com 

 

  Free Will Baptist International Missions 
  P.O. Box 5002 
  Antioch, TN 37011-5002 
  (877) 767-7736 Ŀ info@fwbgo.com 
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 Ministers & Deacons reported on Letters with Thirty or more years. 

Lowell Walls  69 
Ray Taylor  68 
Luther Morgan  67  
Dr. Lewis Hall  61  
Daniel Kelley  59  
Dr. Jim Cox  58  
Roy Adkins  57 
Charles Curry  57 
Alton Lee Hines  56 
Douglas Young  55 
Jim Sturgill  55 
Woodrow Chambers 54 
Frank Copley  54  
John T. Vance  54 
Argil Maynard                     53 
Edwin Hughes  52 
Daniel Legg  52 
Chester Osborne  52 
Orville Syner  52 
Russell Watts  52  
H. Bert Hall  51 
Joe Lane   51 
Kenneth Cooper  49 
Larry Evans  48  
Bob Cornell  47 
Daniel G. Scott  47 
William O. Tolliver  47 
Earl Burgess                               46 
Larkin C. Calhoun                 46 
Kit Meade  46 
Roe Smith  46 
Ceburn Blankenship 45 
Russell Wright  45 
Rex Hadley  44  
Willard Ray Sovine  44 
Tommy Wiley  44 
 
 

David Collins  43 
Roger L. Browning, Sr. 43 
Jack Small  43 
Butch Cobb  42 
Truman Davis  42 
Earnie Ray Vance                   42 
Elbert Collins Jr.  41 
James Dalton, Jr.  41 
Vibert Dickens                         41 
James Franklin Lyons 41 
Walter Marcum  41  
Roscoe Chafin  40 
Raybon Cook  40 
Bud Corbin  40 
Gene Goodman  40 
Manuel Hensley Sr.  40 
Glen Hutchison  40  
David McCloud  40 
Hurston Webb  40 
Herman Williams  40 
Raymond Bumgarner 39  
Luthur Dingess  39 
George Hall  39  
Wayne Peters  39 
Kenny Samms  39 
Charles R. Tilley  39 
Phillip Warren  39 
Rex Cox   38  
Lacy Cox Jr.  38 
Leo Ward  38 
Alan Bailey  37+ 
Jerry Casteel  37 
Earl Ferguson  37+ 
John Hudson  37+ 
Carl Lilly   37 
Andy Maynard  37 
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 Ministers & Deacons reported on Letters with Thirty or more years, 
                                                 continued 

Willis Mills  37 
G.W. Mounts  37 
Carl Pomeroy  37 
James Harold Shafer 37+ 
David Lee Turley  37+ 
Clyde Waller  37 
Earnest Neace  36+  
Lehman Eldrige  36 
Bazzil Goodman  36 
John B. Hatfield  36 
George Leese Jr.  36 
David McCloud  36 
Orville Setliff  36  
Greg Stover  36 
Michael Abshire  35 
Jackie Grimmett  35 
Frank Imes Sr.  35 
Roger Sizemore  35 
William F. Smith  35 
Earsel Ray Taylor  35 
Michael Abshire  34 
Kenneth Bell  34 
Roger Brammer  34 
Timothy Cooper  34+ 
Tom Dibble  34 
Lehman Eldridge Jr. 34 
James Ellis  34 
Frankie Frye                           34 
Billy R. Gibson                       34 
Ira Keller   34+ 
Dwight Priestly  34 
Larry Young  34 
Charles Daniels  33 
Johnny Ray Davis  33 
Sherman Grimmett  33 
Fred Ramey  33 
   

Alan Bailey                             32 
Herman Dingess  32 
John Gorrell  32 
Rickie Holstein                     32 
Mark Price  32 
Earl White  32 
Roger Sizemore   31+ 
Ron Little  31 
Austin D. Adams  30 
Alva (Bud) Casto                    30 
Freddie Colman                      30 
Fred Lovell, Jr.  30 
 
Deacons with Thirty  
or more years. 
  
Fred Dempsey  63 
Charles Burchett  50 
Harold Pelfrey  46 
Charles Counts  45+ 
Bob Adkins  44 
Tom Sammons  43 
Lanta Graham  42  
John Poling   40  
Rodney Cline  38 
John Henry May  37 
Larry Ellison  37+ 
Curtis E. Hall  36 
Charlie Lockard  36 
Delbert Propps  36 
Harold Hanshaw                     34 
Marvin Holley  34 
David Meadows  34  
Johnny Watts                          30 

 Please let the Clerk know if  any corrections need to be made, or if any of 
the listed Ministers or Deacons have deceased. 
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2017 STATE ASSOCIATION MINUTES 
 

Minutes of the 72nd Annual Session of the 
                 West Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptist,  
                       held at the Sunshine Free Will Baptist Church, 

June 09 ï 10, 2017, at Huntington, WV.  Brotherhood Conference. 
 

THEME ï   ñForsake Not The Assembling Of Ourselves Togetherò    
Hebrews 10:25 

 
Welcome by host pastor, Rev. Jody Fortner. 
Prayer Dr. Jim Cox 
Rev. Earl White, gave welcome and spoke with the Moderatorôs Challenge. 
Text taken from Matthew 28 :18-20 
 
Moderator, Rev. Earl White called the 72nd Session of the West Virginia 
State Association of Free Will Baptist to order. 
 
M & S to allow Moderator to make changes as necessary in the program for 
this session. Motion carried. 

 
Recognition of Visitors  
Eric Thomsen - Executive Office / One Magazine 
Mike Edwards - Welch College 
Nathan Snow - FWB International Missions    
Rick Bowling - North American Ministries                                 
Frank and Shirley Woods - FWB Family Ministries, Greenville, TN  
Robert Legg - FWB Family Ministries, Greenville, TN 
Tim York - FWB Foundation 
Phyllis York - NWAC 
David Womack - Randall House 
 
Clerks Reports: Clerk Keith Hadley reported that the Executive Board recom-
mends accepting all 20 Conferences letters with proper finances, delegates, and 
Executive Board members, and for the Moderator to seat the Ministers, Dea-
cons, and Delegates that are properly registered for voting privileges. 
M & S to accept. Motion carried. 
 
Assistant Clerk Greg Stover reviewed the highlights of the minutes from the 
Executive Board meetings held February 25, and June 3, 2017.  
M & S to receive. Motion Carried. 
 
Clerk Keith Hadley reported the following. The Fayette Conference has closed. 
Greenbrier County Conference has chanced their name to Calvary Conference. 
Bradley Church moved to the Beckley Conference. Kilsyth Church moved to 
the Calvary Conference. Meadow Fork Church moved to Huff Creek Confer-
ence.  
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                          Page 2, 6/9/17 
Churches lost this year are Delbert, Skelton, Shelting, New Life, Crawley 
Creek, Justice, Elk Creek and Big Jenny. Which leaves us with 154 
Churches. 
 
State Treasurerôs Report: was given by Bro. Curtis Hall. General Fund 
beginning balance was $ 116,583.88 and the Total ending balance was 
$109,464.01 as of Dec. 31, 2017.  The total balance as of May 31, 2017 
was $104,780.16 (See digest of reports). Treasurer recommends the follow-
ing budget.  

 
General Fund éé é.13% Christian Education Board ...12% 
State Paper ééé.é 20%         Mission Board é..éé...é 15% 
Promotional Director ..30% National Co-Op .éé.éé..10%  

 
M & S to accept the Treasurers report and budget. Motion carried. 

 
Election of Committees: 
  
Business Committee: 3 Ministers- Scott Erwin, Kenny Samms,  
Aaron Frederick. 2 Deacons- Marvin Holley, and John Poling. 
M & S to cease and elect. Motion carried. 
 
Program Placement Committee: 2 Ministers- Raybon Cook, Thomas 
Hoffmaster II, 1 Deacon- Curtis Hall, 4 Delegates- Rose Casto, Mary Jo 
Corbin, Diana Cox, and Sarah Hadley.  
M & S to cease and elect. Motion carried. 
 
Members at Large from Executive Board to serve on Executive  
Committee: 2 Ministers- Raybon Cook and John Price. 
M & S to cease and elect. Motion carried.  
 
Audit Committee: 5 members- Bud Casto, Kenny Samms, Mark Price, 
Mike Dillon, and Edwin Freeman.  
M & S to cease and elect. Motion carried. 
 
Nominating Committee: 5 Ordained Ministers- Dr. Jim Cox, Luther Mor-
gan, Josue Rivera, Larry Light, and Thomas Hoffmaster II. 
M & S to cease and elect. Motion carried. 
 
Group Session, Fellowship, and Committee time:    
 
Christian Education Board Chairman Brother John Preece, reviewed the 
Adopt-A-Granny program and announced the Hope Free Will Baptist 
Church of Parkersburg, WV as the winner. Bro. Preece read a letter from 
the Hope Church listing all of the activities the Youth had completed dur-
ing the program. 



40 

 

        
                 Page 3, 6/9/17 
Rev. Rickie Holstein of the Historical Committee demonstrated on-line how 
to access the newly completed files for FWB Church History, and the Whoôs 
Who, which lists everyone that has held an office or that has served on a 
Committee in the State Association. This information is on our web-page at 
wvfwb.org  
 
Brother Adam White, Editor of the Messenger also demonstrated how to  
access copies of the Messenger on-line. It can be found on FaceBook. 
M & S to receive as points of information. Motion carried. 
 
Hymn: Power In The Blood. Song leader ï Irvin Scarberry,  
Piano ï Sist. Jody Sullivan. Testimony by Irvin Scarberry, and Earl White. 

 
Morning Worship: 

 
Devotional by Rev. Shane Bryant.  Scripture: Nehemiah 8: 1 - 12.  
Message by Rev. Larry Light.  
 
Scripture ï Acts 20: 7 ï 13, 1 Peter 2: 2,  Romans 13: 11, 1 John 2: 15,  
James 1: 15. Find a Church, attend faithfully! Altar call was given. Prayer  
by Bro. Eric Thomsen. 
Dismiss for lunch at 11:40 am. Blessing given by Bro. Scotty Erwin. 

 
Friday Afternoon Session 

 
Devotional by Bro. Marvin Holley. 
Bro. Marvinôs Grandson Cody Holley, recited from memory  
Hebrews 11: 1 ï 40. 
Special singing by Sister Barbara Janes, an elderly blind lady. She did a  
tremendous job enjoyed by all. 
 
Moderator Rev. Earl White called the Friday afternoon business session 
to order. Prayer by Rev. Kenny Samms. 
 
Obituary report: was read by Sister Betty Cornell, 138 deaths were report-
ed, with 21 additional names added. Total 159 deaths. 
M & S to receive the report and to have a moment of silence in honor of 
those who have passed on. Motion carried. Prayer by Rev. Mike Dillon. 

 
The Promotional Directors report: Rev. Carl Lilly has resigned and retired 
to Florida. Sister Paula had fallen and received injuries, and Brother and  
Sister Lilly could not come this year. Rev. Mike Smith read the report sub-
mitted by Bro Carl. Bro. Mike Smith complimented Bro. Lilly on his 5-1/2 
years of service as our Promotional Director, and read the plaque that was to 
be presented to Brother Lilly. See the complete report in Digest of reports. 
M & S to accept the Promotional Directorôs report. Motion carried.  
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Unfinished Business: The Executive Board had recommended that Family 
Ministries look into operating a Child Care Facility in West Virginia. Since 
there has been no progress to date, due to WV DHHR resistance, the Executive 
Board voted to remove this item, and said we can address it in the future when 
the DHHR is willing to cooperate. 
M & S to accept, motion carried. 
 
New Business:   
 
Partial Business Committee Report: Scotty Erwin had no business to report. 
 
Executive Board Business Items: Given by Clerk. The Executive Board rec-
ommends the following three items to the State Association for approval. 
 
Item -1. To employ Rev. Rickie Holstein as our new WV State Promotional 
Director. 
M & S to approve, motion carried. 
 
Item -2. To allow Rev. Rickie Holstein if elected as Promotional Director, 
to serve the dual role as both the State Promotional Director, and to con-
tinue as the Treasurer of the WV State Mission Board. 
M & S to approve, motion carried. 
 
(Information)  
At the Pre-State Executive Board meeting, the Constitution and By-Law  
Committee, (appointed by the Moderator), consisting of Rev. Ricky Hol-
stein, Rev. Rex Cox, and Clerk Keith Hadley, presented the up-dates and 
proposed changes to the Constitution and By-Laws. Each change was re-
viewed line by line. 
 
After this review, a motion was moved and seconded to change the up-
dates and proposed changes on By-Law 19, and to increase the honorarium 
for the Clerk, from $800/Yr., to $4800/Yr., to equal the Treasurers hono-
rarium.  
Motion passed. 
 
Item -3. To adopt the revisions to the Constitution and By-Laws as present-
ed by the committee, and as revised by the Executive Board.  This is to be 
adopted as an all-inclusive passage or rejection, and not on an item by item 
basis. This Information is in the Digest of Reports. 
M / S to accept this item and to lay it on the table until Saturday. Motion 
passed. 

 
Mission Board Presentation: A report was given on the March for Missions 
annual fund raiser. Plaques were handed out by the members of the Missionôs 
Board to the top givers in 3 membership categories. Bro. Rex Cox announced 
that the Mission Board had 1 applicant for a scholarship. It will be awarded to  
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Sister Hanna Gorrell. She will be attending Welch College and is in Nashville 
this weekend getting signed up for classes. Hannaôs Grandfather Rev. Kenny 
Samms received the Scholarship in her place.  She will receive $1000.00 for the 
1st semester. If her grades meet the requirements, she will receive an additional 
$1000 for the second semester. 
Rev. Rex Cox mentioned Bro. Robert Perry and said he was very instrumental in 
getting the Mission work started in the Eastern Panhandle. 
 
See Digest of Reports for Mission Board Treasurers Report and for the listing of 
Churches receiving plaques.  
 
Other Business:     
Announcements were given. 
M & S to adjourn the Friday afternoon session. Voted on and carried.  
Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Robert Legg at 2:25 pm. 

    
Friday Night Worship Service 

 
Devotional by Pastor Jody Fortner 
Prayer, Rev. Luther Morgan 
Hymn: Victory In Jesus 
Special singing by the Church Choir, and others who were invited to join in.  
Scripture: Ephesians 3: 14 - 21 
Hymn and Offering for Missions was received ($1000.00)  
Family prayer  
Special singing by the Church menôs quartet. 
Special singing by Sister Phala Tyler 

 
Message by Rev. Alva ñBudò Casto.  
Scriptures were Hebrews 10: 25, John 3: 3 ï 7, & 16, Hebrews 10: 22 & 24 &  
36, & 39, and Ephesians 6: 10.  
Sermon title:  The Assembling of Ourselves Together. Points were, reasons to  
assemble ï for strength, knowledge, to gain Heaven as our home, and to help  
others. 
 
Moderator Rev. Earl White recognized Ministers and Deacons present, with  
thirty or more years of combined service.  

 
M- Tim York 43 yrs    M- Tom Blake 39 yrs 
M- Raybon Cook  40 yrs   M- Ron Little 31 yrs 
M- Bert Hall 54 yrs    M- Rickie Holstein 33 yrs 
M- Kenny Samms  38 yrs   M- Edwin Hughes 52 yrs 
M- Ray Williamson 35 yrs   M- Bobby Legg 33 yrs 
M- Mike Dillon 35 yrs   M- Mark Price 32 yrs 
D- Curtis Hall  36 yrs    D- John Poling 40 yrs 
D- Marvin Holley  34 yrs   M- Jim Sturgill 57 yrs 
M- Luther Morgan  67 yrs   Gary Hatfield 40 yrs 
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M- Greg Stover 32 yrs    M- Frank Woods 48 yrs 
M- Larry Cooper 36 yrs    M- Bud Casto 30 yrs 
M- Dr. Jim Cox  59 yrs    M- Bud Corbin 41 yrs 
M- Rex Cox 39 yrs   M- Earl White 38 yrs 
The right hand of fellowship was given to the honorees.  
Singing by the congregation. Announcements were given.  
Dismissed in prayer by Bro. Randy Jeffers at 9:20 pm. 

 
Saturday Morning Breakfast  June 10, 2017 
 
The Ministers, Deacons, and Wives Breakfast was held at 7:30am, June 10, 
2017, with 50 in attendance.  Blessing given by Rev. Roger Browning, Sr. 
Rev. Earl White our Moderator was in charge. He welcomed those attending.   
Special singing by Bro. Chuckie Williams. Chuckieôs First Grade Teacher  
testified how proud she was of Chuckie. Rev. Rickie Holstein, our new  
Promotional Director led devotions. Scripture Romans 12: 1 ï 2. 
Dismissal Prayer Dr. Jim Cox. 

   
Saturday Morning Business Session June 10, 2017 
 
Devotional by Rev. Roger Browning, Sr.  
Prayer: Rev. Scott Erwin 
Hymn: Blessed Assurance. Hand of Fellowship. 
 
Moderator Rev. Earl White called the Saturday morning session to order.  

 
National Reports were given by: 
Eric Thomsen - National Executive Office / One Magazine 
David Womack - Randall House 
Jon Luther - Harvest Child Care Ministries 
Frank Woods - Bob Legg- FWB Family Ministries, Greenville, TN 
Mike Edwards - Welch College 
Tim Altrey - International Missions 
Rick Bowling - North American Ministries, Hispanic Ministries 
Phyllis York ï NWAC 
Tim York - FWB Foundation 
Bert Hall - Board of Retirement 
Nathan Snow ï Missionary to Japan 
Special Reports: 
Jody Sullivan reported on the up-coming visit of the President and Vice  
President of the Ladies Group from the Ivory Coast. 
M / S to accept all reports as points of information. Carried.    
 
Promotional Directors report:  Rev. Rickie Holstein our newly elected  
Promotional Director gave his vision, and listed 5 points he will be working to  
improve. 1- Unification, 2- Communication, 3- Education,  
4- Co-operation, 5- Motivation.  



44 

 

          Page 7, 6/10/17 
M & S to accept the Promotional Directorôs report. Motion carried. 

 
Below is the Promotional Directors budget for 2017 ï 2018 

 
Messenger   Office 
Printing $6,400.00  Postage $100.00 
Mailing/Postage $1,700.00  Supplies $200.00 
Publishing & Editing $1,800.00  Cell Phone $584.00 
Supplies $400.00   Printer $100.00 
Miscellaneous $300.00  $984.00 
$10,600.00 

 
Promotional Director 
Salary $4,800.00 
Housing Allowance $9,700.00 
Car Allowance $7,500.00 
National Association $1,200.00 
Leadership Conference $450.00 
$23,650.00          Grand Total $35,234.00   

  
M & S to Dismiss for Worship Service.  Motion carried. 

     
Saturday Morning Worship Service     June 10, 2017 

 
Devotional by: Dr. Jim Cox.    
The right hand of fellowship was given to our new Promotional Director,  
Rev. Rickie Holstein and his wife Sister Candi. 
Congregational singing.   
Dr. Cox read from Mark Chapter 2. 
Prayer by Rev. Steve Williams. 
Message by Rev. Frank Woods.   
Scripture ï Hebrews 10: 23 - 25. Hebrews 6: 1 ï 3, Matthew 5: 11.  
Romans 12: 14. Matthew 10: 22. 
After an excellent massage, an alter call was given. 
Moderator took over the service. 
Dismissed for lunch at 12:07am. Blessing by Rev. Dan Kelly. 

 
Saturday Afternoon Session 

 
Devotional at 1:15 pm by Rev. John Price.   

 
Moderator calls the State Association business session back to order. 
Prayer: Rev. Thomas Hoffmaster II. 
   
Nominating Committee Report: Rev. Thomas Hoffmaster II reports that the 
Nominating Committee recommends the following to serve:  
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Christian Education Board - We have two resignations. We recommend for 
the 2yr member, Bro. John Preece to replace Rev. Larry Sanders. 5yr member 
Rev. Isaiah Hatfield to replace Rev. Doug Burdette. 7yr member, Bro Jon  
Luther. 
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 
 
Clerk ï 3yr term. Bro. Keith Hadley.  
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 
 
Assistant Clerk ï 3yr term. Bro. Tommy Kesterson. 
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 

 
Masters Men ï 5yr member. Bro. Rodney Scott.  
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 
 
Missions Board ï 4yr members. Bro. Rickie Holstein and Bro. Bert Hall.  
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 

 
Obituary Committee ï 3yr member.  Shirley Poling. 
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 

 
Publication Board ï 5yr member. Bro. Jim Sturgill.   
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 

 
Assistant Treasurer ï 3yr. term. Bro. Craig Scott Erwin.               
M & S to cease and elect by a vote of acclimation. Motion Carried. 
 
M & S to remove Business item 3# off the table and move to the floor.  
Motion carried. The Clerk read item #3.  
 
Item -3. To adopt the revisions to the Constitution and By-Laws as  
presented by the committee, and as revised by the Executive Board.   
 
M / S to adopt the new Constitution and By-Laws in item #3. Discussion was 
held that the WAC would like to include a Purpose Statement in (Article No. 3 
Section 2, XVIII). It was decided that the Purpose Statement could not be in-
cluded at this time since it was not added prior to being tabled. It can be added 
next session if desired. Motion was called to question to stop discussion and be 
voted on. The Moderator called for a vote and the Motion passed. 
(See Digest of Reports for revisions and up-dates) 
 
Question and Answers period on Committee Reports in the Digest of Re-
ports. No questions on reports. 
 
M & S to letter to the National Association with proper finances and delegation. 
Motion Carried. 

 
Delegates volunteering for the National Association Meeting were: Bro. George 
Shirkey and Sist. Jody Sullivan.  
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M & S to accept delegates, with permission for the Clerk to accept three other 
volunteers. Motion Carried.    Note: Sist. Candi Holstein was added as delegate! 
 
Final Business Committee Report: Rev. Scott Erwin, We recommend giving a 
standing vote of appreciation to the Host Church for the fine meals and their 
hospitality.   
M / S to accept recommendation. Motion carried. 
 
Program Committee Report: Bro. Curtis Hall, gave the report for the  
June 7 ï 8, 2019 program. They recommend that the McCorkle FWB Church at 
Sod, Kanawha Conference, be the host Church.  Theme- Lovest Thou Me?   
See minutes book for complete program schedule.  
M & S to accept the recommendations and report. 

 
Other Business: None 
 
Assistant Clerk Rev. Greg Stover thanked the State Association for allowing him 
to serve the past 9 years. A standing vote of thanks was given to Bro. Greg for 
his time of service. 
 
With no other business we had a, 
M / S to adjourn.  Motion Carried. 
 
Dismissed in prayer at 2:02pm by Rev. David McCloud. 

 
             Keith Hadley, Clerk 
                 

          2017 West Virginia State Association Statistics  
  20  Conferences 
  154  Churches 
  6723 Total Church Membership 
  338  Ordained Ministers 
  3 Licensed Ministers 
  243  Deacons 
  208   Baptisms 
  4546 Sunday School Enrollment 
  340 CTS Enrollment 
  304 WAC Enrollment 
  57 Masters Men Enrollment  
  Registered attendance 2017 State Meeting.  
  99 Friday 
  70 Saturday  
  Headcount attendance 2017 State Meeting.  
  90 Friday 
  117  Friday Night Worship Service 
   50 Ministers and Deacons Breakfast 
  98 Saturday  
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Executive Board Meeting 
 

   The Executive Board of the West Virginia State Association of Free Will Baptist met 
in session February 25, 2017, at the Sunshine Free Will Baptist Church, at Huntington, 
WV at 10:00am, with 25 in attendance.  
 
Moderator Rev. Earl White welcomed the assembly and thanked everyone for attending 
the meeting.  
 
Hymn:  Blessed Assurance, Piano: Sister Jody Sullivan.  
Prayer requests were given, 
Prayer: Rev. Mike Smith 
Scripture: 1 Timothy 6: 11 ï 12. 
Message by Rev. Earl White: God wants ñMen of Godò 
 
Meeting called to order by Moderator Rev. Earl White. 
 
Roll Call, 15of 20 Executive Board Members were present for roll call. A quorum was 
present. Note: The Fayette Conference has dissolved. 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Beckley -   Charles Tilley, present 
Brotherhood -   Luther Morgan, present  
Christian Fellowship -       Johnny Faine, present  
Eastern Panhandle -  Thomas Hoffmaster II, absent (had baptism) 
Elk River -   Douglas Burdette, absent 
Freedom -   Mike Brown, absent (sick) 
Greenbrier County-  Roger Tolliver, absent 
Greenbrier Nicholas -  Tommy Kesterson by proxy, present  
Guyan Valley -   David McCloud, present 
Huff Creek -   Shane Bryant, present 
Kanawha -   Ricky Holstein, present 
Liberty -    Craig Scott Erwin, present 
Logan -                   Larry Light, present  
#1 Mingo -   Jason May, absent 
Trinity -    Roger L. Browning Sr., present  
Tug River -   Mike Smith, present  
Unity -    Danny Scott by proxy, present 
Upper Ohio Valley -  John L. Price, present  
Wayne -    Gordon Workman, present 
Wyoming -   Raybon K. Cook, present  
 
Reports: 
State Promotional Directorôs Report: Bro. Carl Lilly. Bro. Carl has announced he will 
finish up as Promotional Director in June, and is retiring to Florida to be near his family. 
He thanked everyone for the opportunity to have served as our Promotional Director, and 
has enjoyed his duties over the last 5-1/2 years. He is working with the Executive Com-
mittee to have a smooth transition with his  
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replacement. He highlighted his travels since June, having preached at various Confer-
ences, filled in for Pastors, and participated in various Board Meetings. 
 
Publication Board: Report was given by Rev. Carl Lilly. Adam White is now posting the 
Messenger on the web-page. Communication is the key to keeping our folks informed. 
Please use the facebook pages to keep up to date. 
M / S to receive Promotional Directorôs and Publication Board reports. Motion passed. 

Executive Committee Report: Report was given by Bro. Mike Smith. The Committee 
has met 5 times. We are attempting to get more Pastors and Churches involved in the 
State work. The Committee is trying to visit all Conferences. Rev. Carl Lilly is resigning 
as Promotional Director at the end of his contract. We want to try to have a replacement 
Promotional Director by the State Meeting in June. They have interviewed four candi-
dates thus far, but none has been selected. They have discussed the need to meet the 
budgets set forth and, we the Executive Committee recommend to the Executive Board 
that the following four departments forfeit one percent of their budget to be added back to 
the Christian Education Board at this coming State Association: The General Fund, The 
State Paper, The Promotional Director, and WV Mission Board.   
M / S to receive Executive Board report. Motion passed. 

 
Treasurers Report: Brother Curtis Hall gave the treasurerôs report. Starting balance 
January 1, 2016 - $116,583.18 
 
Current Balances as of December 31, 2016, are; 
General Fund Account  $ 30,031.17 
Christian Education Account  $ now have own account 
WV State Paper Account  $ 4,078.86   
Interest Now Account  $ 2,360.62 
Promotional Directors Account $ 19,104.43 - Reserve $51,773.22 
WV Masters Men Account  $ 265.49 
Ministers Retirement Fund Acct. $ 1,850.22 
 
Proposed Co-Op Budget for 2017 ï 2018 
General Fund    13% 
Christian Education   12%   
State Paper    20%    
WV Mission Board   15% 
Promotional Director  30% 
National Co-Op   10%      
                                          100% 

 
Total Assets ending December 31, 2016 - $ 109,464.01               
M / S to accept the treasurerôs report and proposed budget. After questions, motion 
passed. 
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Mission Board Report: Report was given by Rev. Rex Cox. The Board has met 4 
times. Board members are visiting Conferences. 2016 Golf Tournament was can-
celled. March for Missions revivals have been scheduled in different areas. Mission 
Board Scholarship is available. The Bulgarian work is going good. Jonathan and 
Amy Postewaite are working in Bulgaria and things are going well. Tim and Lydia 
Awtrey are Stateside. Bro. Josue and Christina Rivera are working in the Eastern 
Panhandle to begin another work there in the Martinsburg area. Six works, and soon 
to be seven have started from the Hispanic work. We are trying to begin a work in the 
Morgantown area. If interested in working in that area, please contact the Missions 
Board. 
M / S to receive the Mission Board report. Motion passed. 
 
Mission Board Financial Report: Report was given by Rev. Rickie Holstein.  
 
2016 Beginning Balance  $ 61,705.49 
Total Income  $ 166,236.42 
Total Expenses            $ 145,173.89 
2016 Ending Balance $ 82,768.02 

 
M / S to receive the report. Motion passed.  
 
Christian Education Board:  Report given by Bro. Larry Sanders.  We have started 
an Adopt-A-Granny program, for the Youth to work with the elderly. It runs from 
December through March 30th 2017. We have brought back the Sunday School En-
largement Campaign, which runs from December until the end of April.  
The Bible, Music, and Arts Festival will be April 22, 2017 at the McCorkle FWB 
Church, in Sod, WV starting at 9:00am, with breakfast at 8:00am. Lunch will also be 
provided.We are also having a VBS Material Exchange. Recycle you leftover materi-
al. We will post information on the webpage about available kits. Please contact Sis-
ter Amy Smith at asmith.wvceb@gmail.com for kit information, or to donate VBS 
kits. We have been visiting local Conferences. 
We recommend using email for quicker communication for announcements and ac-
tivities. Contact Chairman Bro. John Preece at jwp7777@yahoo.com Please send 
Bro. Preece your Church, Youth Leader, or Sunday School e-mail addresses, to aid in 
better communications. Financial report: $1,751.05 in checking, and $10,101.64 in 
savings.   
M / S to receive the report. Motion passed. 
 
WAC Report: Sister Jody Sullivan. The Annual Convention will be held at the Sun-
shine FWB Church on May 20, 2017 at 10:00am. Sister Sandy Burdette will develop 
the theme ñAll My Daysò. We will have a Baby Shower on this day for Birthright of 
Huntington. We will be hosting the National WNAC President, and past President 
from the Ivory Coast in July! These ladies will be in the USA the month of July and 
specifically requested to come to WV to thank the women of WV for all theyôve 
done to support the work in the Ivory Coast during the last 50 years. Weôre planning 
a meeting for the Huntington area on July 11th at the Prince of Peace FWB Church, 
and one in the Beckley area at the Cornerstone FWB Church on July 14th. Both meet-
ings will begin at 6pm. Letôs help them pay their expenses to  

mailto:asmith.wvceb@gmail.com
mailto:jwp7777@yahoo.com
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the National Association of FWB in July. Iôm guessing it will cost around $1000 
while there in Louisville. If you can do anything to help with their expenses, send 
a check to our treasurer earmarked for Ivory Coast ladies. Retreat will be held on 
September 8th and 9th at the Cornerstone FWB Church in  Crab Orchard, WV. 
Sisters Phyllis Smith and Jody Sullivan will be the speakers. We will receive an 
offering for Missionaries Brian and Emily Williams (New York) and Trif and 
Vanya Trifanov (Bulgaria). It is suggested each WAC group bring $100 for each 
mission work. 
M / S to receive the WAC report. Motion passed. 
 
Historical Committee: Brother Rickie Holstein. Rickie has information from 61 
Churches and 6 Conferences. He has generated a spread sheet listing all who have 
held a position of served on board in the State Association. He hopes to soon be 
able to post it to the website, once they figure out how to format it correctly for 
useable viewing. 
M / S to receive the report. Motion passed. 
 
Nominating Committee: No report.  
 
Recessed for lunch at 12:00pm. Prayer and blessing by Bro. Marvin Holley. 
 
AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
Business session called back to order at 12:50pm. Prayer by Bro. Danny Scott. 
 
The Moderator thanked the Sunshine Church for their hospitality, and the meal. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
   The Executive Board had recommended that Family Ministries look into operat-
ing a Child Care Facility in West Virginia.   Brother Earl White reported that 
there has been no further progress after the meeting with the State Officials. The 
upper management is like a brick wall. The State of WV now has a new admin-
istration so Bro. Earl White will recommend to Bro. Frank Woods to contact the 
State to re-address again.  
M / S to accept as a point of information. 
  
New Business:    
    
   M / S to honor Rev. Carl Lilly with a plaque and gift at the State Association for 
his service as our Promotional Director. Motion carried. 
 
   A discussion was held concerning the $1000 the WAC wants to raise for the 
visit of the NWAC leaders from the Ivory Coast.  Rev. Luther Morgan moved a 
motion to give $1500 to the WAC. Motion was seconded and passed.    
 
   Clerk Keith Hadley, asked if the State would pay up to $400 to purchase new 
software needed for the compiling of the annual Minutes Books. He had to re-
place  
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his computer and the software previously used had no more licenses. The clerk was 
asked if he had any kind of budget for expenses to carry out his duties. With none, a 
M / S was moved to give the Clerk a budget account up to $1000 per year without 
needing State approval, for needed supplies to carry out the duties of clerk. These 
expenses are to be defrayed by the treasury. Motion carried. 
  
   A question was raised concerning Article #8 Disaster Relief. We had previously 
given approval for the Mission Board Treasurer to receive and disperse money for 
disaster related activities. Since Article 8 was not changed to reflect this, the thought 
was that it should be added. After further discussion, it was said that the Moderator 
could appoint a Constitution and By-Law Committee to review these since there were 
other areas that needed cleaned up. 
M / S was made for the Moderator to appoint a three-man Committee to review the 
Constitution and By-Laws and to recommend changes as needed and to report back to 
the Executive Board at the Pre-State Meeting in June. Motion passed. 
 
   Moderator Rev. Earl White appointed Rev. Rickie Holstein, Rev. Rex Cox, and Bro. 
Keith Hadley to the Constitution and By-Law Committee.        
 
   We discussed the need for the churches and conferences to submit up to date and 
accurate information on their letters. Many items in the State and National books are 
incorrect.  
 
   We discussed some of the requirements of Randall House listed in the Promotional 
Directors duties are not being carried out and should be addressed. 
 
   We discussed that the Clerk includes reports from the National Offices in the 
Minutes Books, and it is getting very hard to create this information. The web-pages 
are hard to get information from, and it is difficult to copy and paste into the Minutes 
Book. The Clerk said he will no longer compile this information. If the National De-
partments supply a report it will be included, if no information is supplied, they will be 
left out.                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
With no other business,  
M / S was moved to close the business session until our next regularly scheduled 
meeting. Motion carried. 
 
Our Pre-State meeting will be held on June 3rd. 
 
Dismissal prayer was led by Rev. Gordon Workman. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm 
 
Keith Hadley, Clerk   
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