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Another Soldier 
Has Gone Home

Pastor Carl Joseph Cooper, age 78, of Milton, 
WV, beloved husband of Nelma Young 
Cooper, and faithful servant of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, was called to his heavenly home on 
February 9th following a time of brief illness. 

After beginning his preaching ministry in December 
of 1964, Pastor Cooper served faithfully through 
evangelistic work, Pastor of several churches, 
active involvement in local, State, and the National 
Association of Free Will Baptists. Pastor Cooper 
served as a Home missionary to Wheeling, WV. He 
authored a book entitled Two Covenants and taught 
numerous Bible studies, many of them on the 

subject of The Wilderness Tabernacle using a scale model that he constructed. 

In addition to his life in ministry, Pastor Cooper was a builder by trade and 
former owner of White Oak Lumber Company. Pastor Cooper was preceded 
in death by his parents, Pastor J.W. Cooper and Ada Leslie Nugen Cooper, 
and his brother Pastor Lloyd Cooper. He is survived by his faithful and loving 
wife of 59 years, Nelma Young Cooper, brother, Ezra Cooper, sister, Lorene 
Rooper, sons, Wesley Edward Cooper (Debbie), Pastor Daniel Joseph Cooper 
(Sandie), Paul Keith Cooper (Sandra), and daughter, Julie Cooper McCoy 
(Pastor Dale), seven wonderful grandchildren, and two very special great-
grandchildren. Pastor Cooper was extremely proud that all his children and 
their families are faithfully serving the Christ he so loved and proclaimed. 

Al t h o u g h  p a re nt s  a re  i nvo l ve d  i n  s p o r t s,  h o m ewo rk , 
a n d  hyg i e n e,  m a ny  p a re nt s  f i n d  i t  c h a l l e n g i n g  to  co n-
n e c t  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d re n  w h e n  i t  co m e s  to  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n 
Ch ri s t.
D6 stands for  Deuteronomy 6 :5-7  which ta lks  about  dads  and moms 
tak ing the oppor tunit y  to  impress  God’s  Word upon the hear ts  of 
their  chi ldren.  I f  you are  not  doing this  a l ready,  f ind creat ive  ways  to 
interac t  with  your  chi ldren to  t ransfer  your  fa i th  in  Chr ist  to  them. 
D6Family.com wi l l  show you how!

This  website  of fers  s imple  resources  that  can help you make an 
impac t  on your  fami ly,  such as  inspir ing and enter ta ining D6 Stor ies, 
D6 Curr iculum that  connec ts  church and home,  Spl inks  –  S imple 

ways  to  l ink  your  fami ly  together  (a  f ree,  week ly  resource) ,  D6 Devot ional  Magazines  for  the 
ent i re  fami ly,  D6 Books,  s t reaming v ideo f rom today ’s  leading fami ly  exper ts ,  and the upcoming 
event  that  wi l l  change the face of  the Amer ican fami ly,  the D6 Conference. 
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West  V i rg in ia  WAC

2 0 1 1  S p ri n g  Lu n c h e o n  |  K i lsyth Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  Church
Apr i l  9 ,  2011,  10 :00am

Sp eaker:  Sandy Burdette

THEME: MISSION IMPOSSIBLE | Mission project: kilsyth food pantry

W ome n  A c t i ve  f o r  Ch r i s t

2 0 1 1  Co nve nt i o n  |  Cornerstone Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  Church
May 21,  2011 |  Registrat ion begins  at  9 :30am

Theme:  What I f  I  G ave Al l

M ission Projec t:  B ibles,  Tablecloths,  &  Table  Decorat ions 
for  Dana & Bett y  Booth -  M iss ionar ies  to  Rochester,  NY

Fo r  m o re  i n fo rm at i o n :
Jo dy Sull ivan,  W V WAC President
504 R ichmond Street
Huntington,  W V  25702
(304)  523-4417 |  shoeboxjody@wmconnec t .com



R ick  Bowl ing has  jo ined the Home M iss ions  team as  par t  of  the cross- cul -
tural  ministr y.  Bro.  R ick  ser ved as  pastor  of  the Nor ths ide Free Wi l l  Bapt ist 
Church in  Bowl ing Green,  Kentuck y and the Mar t in  H i l l  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist 
Church in  Boonevi l le,  M iss iss ippi .  R ick ,  h is  wi fe,  L inda,  and their  fami ly 
ser ved successful ly  as  foreign miss ionar ies  in  Uruguay for  seven years.  R ick 
and L inda have a  burden to  work  with the H ispanic  ministr y.  They br ing a 
wealth  of  k nowledge and abi l i t y  to  apply  “k now-how ” in  work ing with the 
H ispanic  people.  Bro.  R ick  is  ser v ing as  Direc tor  of  H ispanic  M inistr ies  for 
the United States.

Al l  ser v ices  star t  at  7 :00pm and there  wi l l  be  a  f reewi l l  of fer ing each night .   The monies 
f rom the of fer ings  wi l l  go to  miss ions.   Pastors  are  asked to  have the devot ionals .   The 
minister (s )   are  scheduled for  each church.  There  wi l l  be  plaques  given to  the top three 
churches  and youth groups that  ra ise  the most  money for   the month of  March.  Fo o d,  Fu n 
a n d  Fe l l o w s h i p  N i g h t  wi l l  be  Saturday,  Apr i l  9 ,   6 :00 pm at  the Bonds Creek Youth Center.  
Meat  and potatoes  wi l l  be  furnished -  door  pr izes  wi l l  be  given.   Ever yone is  asked to 
please br ing a  covered dish.   Come and jo in  the fun and fe l lowship!

M onday,  M arch 7,  2011		  G ood Hope FWB			   Rev.  R ick  B owling
Tuesday,  M arch 8,  2011		  B onds Creek FWB		  Rev.  R ick  B owling
Wednesday,  M arch 9,  2011		  Hope FWB				    Rev.  R ick  B owling
Thursday,  M arch 10,  2011		  B eech Runs FWB			   Rev.  R ick  B owling
Friday,  M arch 11,  2011			  Mt.  Hope  FWB			   Rev.  R ick  B owling
S aturday,  M arch 12,  2011		  M aple Lane FWB			   Rev.  R ick  B owling
M onday,  M arch 14,  2011		  New Life  FWB			   Rev.  R ick ie  Holstein	
Tuesday,  M arch 15,  2011		  Veto Lake Tabernacle 		  Rev.  Doug Burdette
Wednesday,  M arch 16,  2011		  Emmanual 				    Rev.  Bur t  Hal l
Thursday,  M arch 17,  2011		  Evergreen H i l ls  FWB		  Rev.  Josue R ivera

DAT E 					     C H U RC H 				    S P E A K E R

U p p e r  O h i o  Va l l ey  M a rc h  fo r  M i s s i o n s  R ev i va l

M onday,  M arch 14,  2011		  S alem Road FWB			   Rev.  D uane Peyatt 	
Tuesday,  M arch 15,  2011		  Skelton FWB			   Rev.  Wayne Peters
Wednesday,  M arch 16,  2011		  C h u r c h e s  a t t e n d  t h e i r  l o ca l  co n g r e g a t i o n s
Thursday,  M arch 17,  2011		  Summerlee FWB			   Rev.  Dale  Preast
Fr iday,  M arch 18,  2011			  Bradley FWB			   Rev.  Doug Burdette
S aturday,  M arch 19,  2011		  Pr ice  H i l l  FWB			   Rev.  Er ic  Danger f ield

DAT E 					     C H U RC H 				    S P E A K E R

Faye t te  Co n fe re n ce  M a rc h  fo r  M i s s i o n s  R ev i va l
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Friday,  M arch 11,  2011			  Mt.  Hope  FWB			   Rev.  R ick  B owling
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Dear Family  and Friends,

     M y belated Happy 
New Year  wishes  come 
to you f rom the cold 
and snow- covered 
Mountain  State,  Wi ld 
and Wonder ful  West 
Vi rginia !   Though 
previously  scheduled 
for  Januar y  16th,  I 

ar r ived home on Januar y  6th and have 
prett y  much been in  hibernat ion.   Coming 
f rom the ex treme heat  of  Afr ica  into the 
ex treme cold of  eastern U.S .A.  has  been 
quite  a  shock to  my body.   Br r r !   I  just 
can’t  seem to get  warm.   Dr ink ing hot  tea 
is  helping me to  sur vive.
     Needless  to  say,  my mother  (91 years 
o ld  on Januar y  14th)  i s  ver y  happy to 
have me home.   I n  addit ion to  being 
her  caregiver  dur ing the week ,  I  wi l l  be 
attempting to  v is i t  suppor t ing churches 
and conferences  on the week- ends.   You 
can a lso expec t  me to  “v is i t ” with  you 
through letters ,  e -mai ls ,  and te lephone 
cal ls .   I  want  to  communicate  to  you my 
s incere  appreciat ion for  your  fa i thful 
prayer  and f inancia l  suppor t  s ince I  began 
work ing for  the M iss ion in  1975.   The good 
Lord wi l l ing,  I ’ l l  be  busy r ight  up unt i l  I 
of f ic ia l ly  ret i re  f rom overseas  ser v ice  the 
end of  July  2011.   I  k now that  I  can count 
on you to  rechannel  your  suppor t  to 
other  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  miss ionar ies  af ter 
I  ret i re.   Af ter  a l l ,  you aren’t  suppor t ing a 
personal i t y.   You are  par tner ing with your 
denominat ion’s  M iss ions  Depar tment  in 
tak ing the Gospel  of  the Lord Jesus  Chr ist 
to  the ends of  the ear th .   May the Lord ’s 
r ichest  bless ings  be upon your  cont inued 
obedience to  the Great  Commiss ion.  
     I  k now that  I vor y  Coast  (Côte d ’ I voire) 
was  in  the news for  awhi le  af ter  the 
contested pres ident ia l  e lec t ion on 
November  28th.   Though nothing is  being 
repor ted at  this  t ime here  in  the States, 
the pol i t ica l  s tandoff,  accompanied by 

Love and prayers,
Your  miss ionar y,
Al ice  F.  Smith
1952 Fie lds  Creek Road 
Wini f rede,  W V  25214 
(304)  949-2713

violence and k i l l ing,  st i l l  ex ists .   I  read 
several  ar t ic les  on the internet  each day.  
The news is  ver y  t roubl ing and I  gr ieve for 
the I vor ian people.   P lease pray  for  God’s 
inter vent ion in  that  s i tuat ion.   Pray  for 
the resolut ion of  the ser ious  problem of 
t wo men c la iming to  be pres ident  of  the 
countr y.   Pray  for  an end to  the v iolence 
and k i l l ing,  especia l ly  in  Abidjan where 
a  large number  of  our  church members 
l ive.  
     M y co -workers,  Ver l in  and Debbie 
Anderson are  a lso  in  need of  your  prayers.  
Ver l in’s  father,  Ear l  Anderson,  recent ly 
went  home to be with the Lord.   Ver l in 
was  able  to  come to the States  for  the 
funeral  on Januar y  22nd and hopes to 
return to  the f ie ld  on the 27th.   He and his 
fami ly  hope to  be able  to  return to  their 
ministr y  responsibi l i t ies  at  Bondoukou 
shor t ly  af ter  h is  ar r ival .
     I ’ve  so  much more to  share  with you 
but  wi l l  s top for  now.   P lease ask  the Lord 
to  help me as  my hear t  i s  burdened for 
the pl ight  of  our  Chr ist ian brothers  and 
s isters  in  I vor y  Coast .   M y greatest  comfor t 
i s  k nowing that  God is  in  control .   Ask  the 
Lord to  help me to  be able  to  adjust  to 
l i fe  in  the U.S .A. ,  especia l ly  to  the cold 
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Faye t te  Co n fe re n ce  -  At i ts  Januar y  2011 meet ing,  the Fayette  Conference brought  in  t wo 
men of  God.  Rev.  J im M itchel l  f rom Beck ley  was  accepted back into the conference.  Rev. 
M itchel l  spent  some t ime pastor ing Her i tage Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  Church in  Kentuck y.  Af ter 
feel ing the cal l  of  the Lord to  come back home,  he is  now fa i thful ly  work ing in  the Southern 
W V area.  Brother  Adam Tr z icak  took the step toward ordinat ion and was l icensed.  Brother 
Tr z icak  is  a  young man with a  pass ion to  see souls  saved.  Please pray  for  these 2  men as 
they work  for  the Lord. 

N E WS
around the state

Sh a rp l e s,  W V  -  Rev Wayne Runyon f rom Lenore,  W V recent ly  held a  t wo 
week Revival  at  Monclo Free Wi l l  Bapt ist .  Pra ise  the Lord for  the 31 souls 
saved!  Pastor  G ar y  Joe Lane wishes  to  thank the surrounding churches 
for  their  prayers  and suppor t .  Pastor  Lane says  “we truly  thank them and 
pray the Lord ’s  r ich bless ing on each of  them.”

Wi l l i a m s o n ,  W V  -  Nolan Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  recent ly  opened Nolan Chr ist ian 
Academy,  a  satel l i te   school  of  the Eastern Panhandle  Chr ist ian Academy.  NCA 
is  growing and the k ids  are  learning.  According to  school  facult y,  “ the advan-
tage of  having a  smal l  enrol lment  is  that  the staf f  i s  able  to  learn what  works 
and what  doesn’t  in  a  Chr ist ian school  environment.” The school  recent ly  had 
a  f ie ldtr ip  to  The Clay  Center  in  Char leston which was  a  great  learning ex-
per ience for  the students.  The school  a lso  sponsors  “L ibrar y  Day ” where the 
students  are  taken to  Bel f r y  L ibrar y.

M o u nt  Ho p e,  W V  -  Cour tney Fink  was  chosen by her  peers  at  Col l ins  M iddle 
School  to  be a  leader  in  Fel lowship of  Chr ist ian Athletes  for  the 2011-2012 school 
term.  I n  Apr i l ,  she wi l l  attend FCA Camp where she wi l l  learn how to be an ef fec-
t ive  leader.  I n  2005,  Cour tney was  reached by the Vacat ion Bible  School  outreach 
of  K i lsyth Free Wi l l  Bapt ist .  Having been saved in  2007,  she is  learning to  be a 
teen- leader  in  her  church.  This  year,  Cour tney wi l l  be  given the oppor tunit y  to 
par t ic ipate  in  the preparat ion for  K i lsyth’s  Vacat ion Bible  School .  Direc tor  of  VBS, 
Maranda Wi l l iams,  sa id  “ I t ’s  amazing how God br ings  things  in  l i fe  fu l l - c i rc le  and 
Cour tney is  evident  of  th is  ver y  thing.”  

Beckley: April 29 & 30

Brotherhood: April 9

Christian Fellowship: April 23

Eastern Panhandle: May 14

Elk River: May 14

Fayette: April 23

Freedom: May 21

Greenbrier County: April 9

Greenbrier Nicholas: April 23

Guyan Valley: May 14

Huff Creek: May 14

Kanawha: May 13 & 14

Liberty: May 27 & 28

Logan: April 30

Mingo #1: May 7

Trinity: April 29 & 30

Tug River: May 14

Unity: April 23

Upper Ohio Valley: April 23

Wayne: May 7

Wyoming: April 29 & 30
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B u t  g r o w  i n  g ra ce,  a n d  i n  t h e 
k n o w l e d g e  o f  o u r  Lo r d  a n d  S a v i o u r 
J e s u s  C h r i s t .  To  h i m  b e  g l o r y  b o t h 

n o w  a n d  f o r  e v e r.  A m e n .  - 2  Pe t e r  3 : 1 8

W V  B i b l e  M u s i c  &  A r t s  F e s t i v a l
S at u rd ay,  Ap ri l  3 0 ,  2 0 1 1  •  Pa r s l ey  B o t to m  Fre e  Wi l l  B a p t i s t

Registrat ion begins  at  8 :00 am •  w w w.w vfwb.org  for  info

Pa r s l ey  B o t to m  Ch u rc h  i s  l o c ate d  o n  R e d e m p t i o n  D ri ve  o n  R t  6 5  i n  Le n o re,  W V

Pastor  M ike Smith and the Pars ley  Bottom Church are  proud to  host  the 2011 
W V BMAF.  A  l ight  breakfast  wi l l  be  ser ved at  8 :00 am.  Competit ions  wi l l  s tar t 
promptly  at  9 :00 am.  Lunch wi l l  be  provided. 

Please submit  your  registrat ion form to J im Hutchison by Fr iday,  Apr i l  15 .  You 
may download your  registrat ion form by going to  our  website :  w w w.w vfwb.org. 
Please mai l  your  form to the fol lowing address : 
J im Hutchison,  527 Lower  Terrace,  Hunt ington,  W V  25705

You may a lso v is i t  our  website  for  a  l ink  to  R andal l  House to  purchase your 
competit ion mater ia ls . 



� THE MESSENGER  •  SPRING 2011

PASTOR ’S
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

McCork le  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist   |   Apr i l  2

Deacons and other  church leaders  are  invited.  Rev Wi l l iam 
Smith is  f rom West  Vi rginia  but  has  been in  Georgia  for  many 
years.  He ser ves  as  Georgia’s  Promotional  Direc tor.  Rev.  Tim 
Campbel l  i s  the Execut ive  Secretar y  for  the Ark ansas  State  As-
sociat ion where he has  been for  the past  9  years.  Previously, 
he  worked at  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  B ible  Col lege in  Nashvi l le.  Both 
Wi l l iam and Tim were presenters  at  the Nat ional  Leadership 
Conference in  Nashvi l le  in  December  2010. 

Ever y  minister/pastor  i s  encouraged to  attend this  conference.  I t  i s  common 
k nowledge that  many churches  and pastors  are  hur t ing in  var ious  ways.  You wi l l 
cer ta inly  benef i t  and enjoy f rom the presentat ions  of  Wi l l iam Smith and Tim 
Campbel l . 

New tools  for  your  ministr y  wi l l  be  of fered dur ing this  conference.  “One Cal l ” 
i s  a  phone system used by many churches  to  make announcements  to  church 
members.  GROW is  an ef fec t ive  v is i tat ion program in  reaching people  for  sa lvat ion 
and church attendance. 

Registrat ion Fee:  $50 -  ( inc ludes  mater ia ls  &  lunch)
Make checks  payable  to  W V State  Associat ion of  FWB

McCork le  Church is  located on McCork le  Road just  1/4  mi le  of f  Corr idor  G 
about  12 mi les  south of  South R idge.  Coming f rom Char leston,  turn r ight .

9 :00 -  10 :15	 Hur t ing Churches 			  Rev.  Wi l l iam Smith
10:30 -  12 :00	 Hur t ing Pastors 			   Rev.  Tim Campbel l
12:45 -  2 :00	 Pastoral  Leadership		  Rev.  Steve Wi l l iams & Dr.  James Cox
2:15 -  3 :00	 One Cal l  &  GROW Team		 Rev.  Russel l  Wr ight  & Bub Anderson
3:00 -  3 :30	 E TA Courses 				    Rev.  Ear l  White 				 
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been pastor  at  New Salem Baptist  Church for 
24 years .   In  spite  of  the r is ing cost  of  uti l i -
t ies  and maintenance,  Cook says  they wil l 
tr y  to  continue ser vices .
     “ I  do it  because of  the commitment  of 
the people  to  come and to  work  to  see that 
the church remains  open,”  said  Cook .  “So as 
long as  God gives  me a  word for  the people, 
I  wi l l  be  there.”
     Schoolf ie ld  is  one of  those hardwork ing 
church members .  For  years  she organized 
fundraising dinners .
     Now throughout  the warmer  months , 
she can be found outside the Beck ley  Dollar 
Store,  ser ving up hot  dogs,  homemade bar-
beque,  and f resh f r ied pies .  The proceeds 
help pay for  the church’s  heating bi l ls .
     The church has  also  found suppor t  f rom 
their  coal  town neighbor,  the Stotesbur y 

C o m m u n i t y 
Church,  which 
has  helped with 
f inances  and 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
projec ts .
     “ When we were 
chi ldren it  was 
the chi ldren’s 
job to  take care 
of  the church,  to 
keep it  clean,” 

said  Tom Cox ,  Deacon of  Stotesbur y  Commu -
nit y  Church and l i fe long f r iend of  Queen.
     “So in  growing up in  that  t ime we learned 
to  take care  of  the church and honor  the 
church and be par t  of  the communit y  and 
that ’s  what  growing up there  means,”  said 
Cox .
     The Raleigh Count y  Landmark s  Commis-
sion and the Raleigh Count y  Histor ical  Soci -
et y  are  work ing to  have the New Salem Bap -
tist  Church l is ted on the National  Register  of 

    Queen School -
f ie ld  now l ives 
in  Beck ley,  but 
her  hear t  be -
longs to  the 
Raleigh Count y 
coal  town of 
Tams and its 
New Salem Bap -
tist  Church.

     The inspir ing gothic  struc ture  with bel l 
tower  and arched windows was bui lt  for  the 
town’s  black  communit y  in  1924 by coal  op -
erator  Wil l iam P.  Tams,  who was known as 
Major  Tams.  Schoolf ie ld  says  the church was 
the center  of  the black  communit y.
     “ We’d have programs at  the church,  Eas-
ter  programs,  bible  study,  and we always 
had prayer  meeting on Wednesdays ,”  said 
Schoolf ie ld .  “ We always  had to  sit  on the 
f ront  seat ,  keep quiet  and watch our  P ’s  and 
Q’s! ”
     Tams is  one of  27 coal  towns that  thr ived 
in  the Winding Gulf  Coalf ie ld  of  Raleigh and 
Wyoming Counties .  The area is  named for 
the nearby Winding Gulf  Creek ,  a  tr ibutar y 
to  the Guyandot te  River. 
     Only  pieces  of  these towns remain today. 
The New Salem Baptist  Church is  the only 
bui lding sti l l  s tanding in  Tams.
     “ I  joined the church when I  was  9  years 
old,”  recal led Schoolf ie ld .  “ We had such a 
mar velous  t ime,  I  thank the Lord for  that 
t ime.”
     By  the 1970’s  coal  mining had ended in 
the Winding Gulf  and famil ies  moved out  of 
town.  But  a  handful  of  members ,  including 
Schoolf ie ld,  never  lef t  their  church.
     For  decades  they ’ve traveled the wind -
ing roads to  the abandoned town for  Sunday 
worship. 
     Reverend Donald Cook of  Beck ley  has 

Local  Ef for t  to  Preser ve Coal  Town Church
BY SUZANNE HIGGINS •  W V PUBLIC BROADCASTING

Queen Schoolf ie ld  and Tom Cox
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Free Will Baptist Family Ministries has a deep heritage, our family tree has roots grounded in God’s word, with a clear 
vision of its mission – to serve young people and families and point them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  

Since its humble beginning as an orphanage in 1939, we have undergone many changes, branching out over the past 70+ years; 
now a diverse ministry offering various programs within our umbrella of services. Over the past 12 years, Family Ministries has 
witnessed over 100 children per year come to know the Lord as their personal Savior.  In 2010, 126 youth made decisions to 
follow Christ, 10 young people rededicated their lives to serve Him, and   116 babies were born to clients served through The 
Hope Center.  Each time you pray, give financially, you not only invest in a child’s future, you make an investment in eternity.  
This ministry could be the last opportunity to impact their lives for Christ.  Through your faithfulness, specifically through your 
sacrificial giving to provide Christmas for our young people, you extend a strong limb that allows us to serve hurting boys and 
girls during a difficult time in their lives.  

With over seven decades of ministry, our commitment is to continue – with your help – until Christ returns.  Ways you can 
assist throughout the year:

Participate in our 20/20 Vision giving plan.  We need partners willing to give $20.00 per month…less than 70 cents a 
day…in efforts to offset our annual operating budget.

Consider a Mother’s Day gift.  We encourage our churches to receive
A special offering during the month of May in honor of what mom represents in our lives. 

Invest in eternity through your Estate Giving, Endowments or Annuities.

                                             
For more information, contact us at 423.639.9449 

Historic  Places .  The designation would make it  e l igible  to  receive restoration grants  and 
tax  credits .
     “ We’re  tr y ing to  preser ve and protec t  these struc tures  and the stor ies  that  go with 
them for  these folk s  who are  real ly  tr y ing to  stay  connec ted with their  histor y  and to 
share  that  with  the nex t  generations ,”  said  Scot t  Worley,  member  of  both organiz ations .
     Recently  an out- of-town AT V r ider,  while  enjoying the Burning Rock trai l  that  takes  r id -
ers  r ight  by the church,  was  so struck by its  beaut y  he contac ted Rev.  Cook and donated 
$50 0 to  paint  the ex ter ior.
     Sherr y  Hunter  of  Beck ley  was  so moved when she heard about  the paint  donation she 
joined forces  with Sprague Free Wil l  Baptist  Church and the non -prof it  Upper  Guayan -
dot te  Watershed Association,  to  help raise  funds for  a  new roof  for  the church.
     “ We’ve heard of  paying it  for ward,”  said  Hunter.  “ We hope to  enl ist  the help of  the 
communit y  and have individuals  make a  contr ibution to  buy a  shingle  or  do something to 
help fund the new roof.”
     Hunter  also  submit ted a  grant  application to  the Beck ley  Area Foundation for  funding 
to  replace the church’s  roof.  Word is  expec ted any day.
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N E WS
at FWBBC

     NASHVILLE,  TN — Rev-
erend Ber t  Tippett , 
long-t ime publ icat ions 
editor  and direc tor 
of  church re lat ions  at 
Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  B ible 
Col lege,  d ied Wednes-
day,  Januar y  5 ,  a f ter 
a  near ly  three -year 
struggle  with prostate 
cancer.  He was  70.  He 
and his  wi fe  Dianne 
jo ined the FWBBC staf f 

in  1965 and ser ved in  numerous roles  unt i l 
h is  ret i rement  in  August  2009.
     Best  k nown for  h is  sk i l l s  as  a  journal ist , 
editor,  and photographer,  Reverend Tippett 
enjoyed an ex traordinar y  pulpit  ministr y, 
f i rst  as  a  pastor  in  New Hampshire  (1963-
1965)  and then as  an inter im pastor  in  M iddle 
Tennessee,  and 10 years  as  campus pastor  at 
FWBBC.  He del ivered the opening address  at 
the 2010 Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  nat ional  conven-
t ion in  Ok lahoma Cit y.
     Former  FWBBC pres ident  Dr.  Char les  Thig-
pen sa id,  “ When Ber t  was  campus pastor,  I 
don’t  k now how many t imes I  heard students 
say,  ‘ I  just  can’t  wait  unt i l  Wednesday night 
to  hear  M r.  Tippett .’ One thing stands out  to 
me,  when students  had hospita l  s tays  and 
doc tors  were re luc tant  for  them to return to 
dormitor ies,  the Tippetts  opened their  home 
to them.  I  k now of  no other  fami ly  who per-
formed such a  ministr y.”
     Tippett  answered the cal l  to  preach in 
1961 as  a  20-year- old  Engl ish  major  at  FWB-
BC.  He was  ordained to  the ministr y  in  1964. 
Fol lowing a  br ief  New England pastorate,  he 
returned to  his  a lma mater  where he invest-
ed a lmost  f ive  decades  in  the students  and 
educat ional  miss ion of  the col lege.
     Bet ween 1965 and 2005,  he publ ished 230 
issues  of  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  B ible  Col lege Bul -
let in ,  the col lege’s  of f ic ia l  publ icat ion.  He 
ser ved 15 years  (1970-1985)  as  advisor  of  the 
col lege yearbook ,  the Lumen,  and launched 

Alumni  News in  1975.  He was  one of  the ar-
chitec ts  of  ONE Magazine,  of f ic ia l  publ ica-
t ion of  the Nat ional  Associat ion of  Free Wi l l 
Bapt ists .
     “Ber t  was  an Al l -Pro news hound,” sa id 
Jack  Wi l l iams,  FWBBC ’s  di rec tor  of  com-
municat ions.  “He got  the fac ts  st ra ight  and 
squeezed them into a  bang-bang format . 
He became the voice  of  reason that  FWBBC 
students  heard ever y  Wednesday night ,  the 
eye behind the camera that  captured histor y, 
and the face of  journal ism that  was  t rusted 
by editors  across  the denominat ion.”
M r.  Tippett ’s  exper t ise  as  a  photographer 
eventual ly  resulted in  Secret  Ser vice  c lear-
ance to  “shoot ” the Pres ident  of  the United 
States.  He had a  stage pass  to  photograph 
per formers  at  the Grand Ole  Opr y.  He ser ved 
20 years  as  of f ic ia l  photographer  for  the Free 
Wi l l  Bapt ist  nat ional  convent ion.
     Pres ident  Matt  Pinson sa id,  “ We thank God 
for  Brother  Tippett  and his  fa i thful  ministr y 
at  FWBBC.  He was  a  t rue f r iend,  an example 
of  Chr ist ian matur i t y,  and a  t rusted col league 
in  the Lord ’s  work .  I  k now of  no person more 
loved and respec ted than Ber t  Tippett .  He 
demanded the best  f rom himsel f  and encour-
aged the best  f rom others.”
     Dur ing his  senior  year  at  FWBBC,  Ber t 
ser ved as  Student  Body pres ident ,  sang bass 
in  the col lege quar tet ,  per formed with the 
Col lege Choir,  and was named Most  Out-
standing Student .  He graduated in  1962 with 
a  B.A.  degree.
     The col lege honored Ber t  and Dianne Tip -
pett  on June 4 ,  2009,  when more than 250 
people  gathered on campus for  an event 
cal led The Celebrat ion! 
     At  that  t ime,  Dr.  Rober t  Pic i r i l l i ,  ret i red 
academic  dean,  sa id :  “Ber t  and Dianne began 
to  r ise  above the crowd even when they were 
students.  Both of  them offered up,  on the 
a l tar  of  th is  ministr y  we cal l  Free Wi l l  Bap -
t ist  B ible  Col lege,  the sweet-savor  sacr i f ice 
of  excel lence.  They exempl i f ied how to love 
God and submit  to  H is  b idding.”

Ber t  Tippett ,  FWBBC Leader,  Dies  at  age 70
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FWBBC Trustees  Propose ‘ Welch Col lege’ 
     Dur ing a  cal led sess ion September  23-
24,  2010,  the Board of  Trustees  at  Free Wi l l 
Bapt ist  B ible  Col lege voted unanimously 
to  broaden i ts  ear l ier  d i rec t ive  for  a  name -
change feas ibi l i t y  study by selec t ing “ Welch 
Col lege” as  the cont ingent  new name for  the 
col lege,  according to  Pres ident  Matt  Pinson. 
The proposal  came as  the 68-year- old  f lagship 
denominat ional  inst i tut ion prepares  to  launch 
a  study to  determine i f  i t  i s  feas ible  to  change 
the col lege’s  name.  The study could result  in  a 
formal  name - change recommendat ion to  the 
Nat ional  Associat ion of  Free Wi l l  Bapt ists .
     Dr.  Pinson sa id,  “ The col lege wi l l  be 
conduc t ing a  careful  study over  the nex t 
several  months  to  determine the feas ibi l i t y 
of  changing i ts  name to Welch Col lege.  I f 
the study indicates  a  c l imate conducive for 
a  name change,  results  wi l l  be  presented to 
delegates  at  the 2011 nat ional  convent ion, 
a long with the recommended name change 
and a  motion to  lay  the proposal  on the table 
for  one year.”
     A  legal  i ssue prompting the Board of  Trustees 
to  ident i fy  a  speci f ic  name is  the matter  of 
t rademark law,  which keeps corporat ions 
f rom using names that  other  corporat ions 
with a  s imi lar  corporate  purpose or  market 

are  a l ready us ing.  The appl icat ion process 
with the U.S .  Patent  and Trademark O ff ice 
to  register  Welch Col lege as  a  t rademark is 
a  procedure that  could take several  months, 
and Trustees  fe l t  that  i t  was  best  to  in i t iate 
the search process  now.
     The name “ Welch Col lege” ar ises  f rom the 
l i fe  and ministr y  of  Reverend John L  Welch and 
his  wi fe  Mar y.  Welch was  the f i rst  moderator 
of  the Nat ional  Associat ion of  Free Wi l l 
Bapt ists  and a  12-year-member  of  the Board 
of  Trustees.  He pastored 53 years  at  Cofer ’s 
Chapel  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  Church in  Nashvi l le. 
John Welch championed educat ion among 
Free Wi l l  Bapt ists  and embodied the ideals  of 
Chr ist ian ministr y,  combining ser ious  bibl ica l 
preaching and a  concern for  doc tr ine with 
v ibrant  spir i tual i t y,  an evangel ist ic  hear t , 
and a  prac t ica l  approach to  ministr y  and the 
Chr ist ian l i fe. 
     M rs.  Mar y  Welch ser ved fa i thful ly  as  a 
secretar y  at  the col lege,  spent  near ly  60 
years  as  a  pastor ’s  wi fe,  and was a  leader  in 
the denominat ion’s  women’s  movement.  For 
a lmost  f ive  decades,  there  has  been a  bui ld ing 
on campus named in  honor  of  John and Mar y 
Welch,  the histor ic  Welch L ibrar y.

NASHVILLE,  TN—The 22-voice  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  B ible  Col lege Choir  wi l l  give 
seven per formances  March 10-15 in  a  s ix- day tour  through M iss iss ippi , 
Alabama,  Flor ida ,  Georgia ,  and Tennessee.   Dr.  James Stevens,  choir  d i rec-
tor  and chairman of  the FWBBC Music  Depar tment,  invites  area churches 
to  jo in  with host  congregat ions  for  the vocal  presentat ions  as  the Col lege 
Choir  t ravels  south for  i ts  annual  spr ing tour. 

Col lege Choir  Sets  Spr ing Schedule

Spring Tour S chedule
Thursday	 March 10	 6 :30 p.m. 	 Tupelo FWB Church—Tupelo,  MS
Fr iday		 March 11	 7 :00 p.m. 	 Fi rst  FWB Church—Nor thpor t ,  AL
Saturday	 March 12	 7 :00 p.m. 	 Piney Grove FWB Church— Chipley,  FL    
Sunday	 March 13	 10:30 a .m. 	 Fi rst  FWB Church—Dothan,  AL                                                   
Sunday	 March 13	 6 :00 p.m. 	 Colquitt  FWB Church— Colquitt ,  GA
Monday	 March 14	 7 :00 p.m. 	 White  Oaks  FWB Church—Macon,  GA
Tuesday	 March 15	 7 :00 p.m. 	 Cookevi l le  FWB Church— Cookevi l le,  TN
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FWBBC Trustees  Propose ‘ Welch Col lege’ 

Col lege Choir  Sets  Spr ing Schedule

Appl icat ions  are  now being accepted for  the 2011 Convent ion I nternship Program. 
The Convent ion Management  I nternship is  held in  conjunc t ion with the Free Wi l l  Bap -
t ist  Nat ional  Convent ion,  July  17-20,  2011,  in  Char lotte,  Nor th Carol ina .  The intern-
ship is  open to  any col lege student  in  the Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  denominat ion.  I nterns  are 
given an up c lose,  personal  look behind the scenes  of  the nat ional  convent ion as  they 
par t ic ipate  in  var ious  dut ies  throughout  the week .  Areas  of  responsibi l i t y  inc lude reg-
istrat ion,  press  re lat ions,  produc t ion,  stage management,  and others.  Col lege credit 
i s  avai lable  for  the internship.  I nterested appl icants  should emai l  R yan Lewis,  conven-
t ion manager,  at  r yan@nafwb.org.  Appl icat ions  must  be submitted by Apr i l  15 ,  2011.

2011 Convent ion I nternship Program

     ANTIOCH,  TN– James For l ines  tendered his  res ignat ion as  general  d i rec tor  of  Free Wi l l  Bapt ist 
I nternat ional  M iss ions  on Februar y  10,  2011,  in  agreement  with the board,  according to  Chairman 
Danny Wi l l iams.   “Af ter  careful ly  consider ing the chal lenging c i rcumstances  we are  fac ing,  the 
board bel ieves  a  change in  leadership is  necessar y,” asser ted Wi l l iams. 
     For l ines  has  a  long and f ruit ful  re lat ionship with I nternat ional  M iss ions,  as  a  leading 
suppor t ing pastor,  board member,  and as  general  d i rec tor  s ince 1999.  Dur ing his  tenure,  the 
M iss ion exper ienced rapid growth,  st ruc tural  reorganizat ion,  and f inancia l  development.  Under 
For l ines’ overs ight  the M iss ion has  seen ex traordinar y  overseas  growth in  convers ions,  bapt isms, 
and churches  planted.  An emphasis  on par tner ing with nat ional  leadership around the wor ld  has 
been a  hal lmark  of  For l ines’ tenure.
     For l ines  has  led the M iss ion to  refocus  i ts  ef for ts  f rom s ingle - church plants  to  fac i l i tat ing 
church plant ing movements.  The Hanna Projec t ,  a  non- governmental  organizat ion which conduc ts 
humanitar ian projec ts  br inging help,  hope,  and heal ing to  at  r isk  areas,  was  founded in  2004, 
and has  proven ex tremely  successful .  A  set  of  e ight  core  values  was  adopted which guided the 
M iss ion’s  development  dur ing For l ines’ tenure.
     Wi l l iams expressed the board ’s  grat i tude to  For l ines  and respec t  for  h is  pass ion,  integr i t y, 
and t i re less  ef for ts .  “He accompl ished some things  no one e lse  could have done,” stated Paul 
Creech (GA) .  “As  long as  Chr ist ian miss ions  exists  on ear th ,” Rober t  Morgan ( TN)  declared,  “his 
contr ibut ions  wi l l  be  remembered.” R andy Wi lson (OK )  af f i rmed,  “ We have nothing but  the highest 
admirat ion and respec t  for  James’ pass ion and v is ion for  wor ld  miss ions.” H is  wi fe,  Anita ,  has 
made countless  sacr i f ices  in  suppor t  of  James and the M iss ion,  and the board ex tends specia l 
honor  to  her.
     For l ines  sa id  of  h is  t ime at  I nternat ional  M iss ions,  “ I  am grateful  the Lord chose to  use me for 
these years.  I  wi l l  great ly  miss  my col leagues  and f r iends both in  Nor th Amer ica  and around the 
wor ld.  To H im be the glor y  for  the things  that  have been accompl ished.”
     Chairman Wi l l iams conf i rms that  veteran miss ionar y  and current  Hanna Projec t  Direc tor  Cl int 
Morgan has  agreed to  ser ve as  inter im general  d i rec tor.  The board is  conf ident  that  Morgan wi l l 
provide ef fec t ive  leadership dur ing the t ransit ional  per iod.  For l ines  wi l l  ass ist  with  the t ransit ion. 
The execut ive  leadership of  the M iss ion wi l l  now be comprised of  Morgan as  inter im general 
d i rec tor,  Jef f  Turnbough as  deput y  direc tor  of  f ie ld  operat ions,  and Rob Conley as  di rec tor  of 
f inancia l  operat ions.
     Board members  attending this  specia l  sess ion were Danny Wi l l iams (AL,  chairman) ,  R andy 
Wi lson (OK ,  v ice - chairman) ,  Tom McCul lough (MI ,  secretar y) ,  Paul  Creech (GA) ,  Nelson Henderson 
(AR) ,  Jef f  Manning (NC ) ,  Greg McAl l ister  (CA) ,  and Dr.  Rober t  Morgan ( TN) .  Tom McCul lough 
was unable  to  attend in  person,  but  par t ic ipated in  the ful l  sess ion v ia  SKYPE ( I nternet  v ideo 
conference cal l ) .

For l ines  Res igns  as  General  Direc tor  of  FWBIM
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Al l  ove rn i g ht  c a m p e r s  w i l l  h ave  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n j oy  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :

ANTIOCH,  TN — The Free Wi l l  Bapt ist  Na-
t ional  O ff ice  Bui ld ing susta ined minor 
damage dur ing a  storm Thursday,  Februar y 
24.  Although weather  of f ic ia ls  have yet  to 
ver i fy  the presence of  a  tornado,  a  severe 
storm with high winds and intense l ight-
ning passed through the South Nashvi l le 
suburbs  at  10 :30 p.m. ,  leaving behind a 
widespread tra i l  of  debr is .
     At  the Nat ional  O ff ices  Bui ld ing,  the 
high winds blew in  heav y loading- dock 
doors,  damaging the bui lding’s  wir ing and 
tr igger ing the secur i t y  a larm.  I n  addit ion, 
the cei l ing col lapsed in  both the men and 
women’s  restrooms on the f i rst  f loor,  and a 
secur i t y  l ight  was  r ipped f rom the ex ter ior 
of  the bui lding.
     “ I ’m just  thankful ,” sa id  bui lding manager  Steve Pate.  “ When you look around at  a l l  the other  dam-
age in  the area ,  th ings  could have been a  lot  worse.  This  morning,  I  found a  smal l  yard s ign l ike  the 
ones  realtors  use st ick ing stra ight  out  of  the s ide of  our  bui ld ing,  a lmost  l ike  i t  had been placed 
there.  Strange things  happen in  a  storm l ike  this ! ” The l ine of  heav y storms damaged homes and 
businesses  throughout  Ant ioch and severely  damaged t wo nearby churches.

Nat ional  O ff ice  Bui ld ing Damaged by Storm

Free Wil l  B aptist  National  O ff ice  Building -  Antio ch,  TN

S i m p l e Peace BY JEFF BENNE T T

Simple but  peaceful .  How of ten do we get  bogged down with l i fe…just  pla in  old  l i fe. 
Div iding our  precious  t ime bet ween work ,  home,  and whatever  e lse  comes our  way.  Tak ing 
the k ids  to  the bal lgame,  mak ing sure  dinner  is  ready,  paying the bi l l s  on t ime…you get 
the idea.  So many t imes we burn the candle  at  both ends and neglec t  to  give ourselves  the 
“s imple  peace” that  recharges  our  mental  capacit y.

I n  1  K ings  chapter  19,  E l i jah is  f leeing for  h is  l i fe  and running f rom Jezebel .  Jezebel  i s 
marr ied to  the Israel i te  K ing Ahab.  She helps  conver t  Ahab f rom worshipping God ( the 
one true God)  to  worshipping Baal  (a  weather  god) .  I n  this  scene,  E l i jah exposes  Baal 
as  power less  which infur iates  Jezebel .  She is  t r y ing to  t rack  him down to k i l l  h im.  E l i jah 
is  feel ing a lone and scared.  Probably  no di f ferent  than many of  us  when we encounter 
uncer ta in  c i rcumstances.  Dur ing this  escapade,  E l i jah f lees  to  a  cave and God confronts 
h im.  The rocks  begin to  t remble,  the ear th begins  to  quake,  and f i re  begins  to  rage,  but  God 
is  not  in  the midst  of  these destruc t ive  forces.  I t  i sn’t  unt i l  E l i jah hears  God’s  “st i l l  smal l 
voice” that  he is  sett led and calmed.  God reassures  E l i jah that  he is  not  a lone.  S imi lar ly,  we 
need to  l i s ten to  God’s  st i l l  smal l  voice  and real ize  that  we are  not  a lone.  Although El i jah’s 
c i rcumstance may be di f ferent  than ours,  we can st i l l  apply  this  pr inciple  to  our  l i fe.

I n  the midst  of  a  chaot ic  l i fe,  s low down and enjoy l i fe’s  s imple  peace.
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2 0 1 1  Ca m p  We e k Co s t Ag e s
O utdo or Adventure Camp
June 15 -  18

TBD
Limit  25 campers

16-21

VBS Day Camp
July  5  -  9

$60
(Af ter  June 18 -  $7)

2-11

Teen Challenge Camp
July  11 -  16

$125
(Af ter  July  1  -  $14)

12-17

Junior  Adventure Camp
July  25 -  30

$125
(Af ter  July  1-$14)

8-11

Al l  ove rn i g ht  c a m p e r s  w i l l  h ave  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  e n j oy  t h e  fo l l ow i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :

— S o f t b a l l
— Sw i m m i n g
—Te n n i s
— B a s ke t b a l l
—Vo l l ey b a l   
— S o cce r
— H i k i n g

— Fi s h i n g
— Ca n o e i n g  o r  Pa d d l e  B o at i n g
— G a m e  R o o m  ( p i n g - p o n g,  fo o s b a l l,  e tc. )
— B at t i n g  Ca g e
— Z i p  L i n e
— Eve n i n g  Ch a p e l  &  m a ny  B i b l e  a c t i v i t i e s

O ve r  1 2 0  a c re s  o f  G o d ’s  Cre at i o n !

CAMP JACOB
Summer is  coming soon!  Make plans for B ible Camp!

Camp Jacob is  a  Chr ist ian Camp and Conference Center  located within  the Appalachian Mountains  in  Cl int wood, 
VA.   I t  has  been minister ing to  youth and many others  s ince i t  was  purchased by Free Wi l l  Bapt ist ’s  with  a  v is ion 
in  1984.   Camp Jacob is  an ex traordinar y  ministr y  where God’s  work  is  v is ible.   Can you imagine i f  the youth of 
your  church were wi l l ing to  give up their  way of  l i fe  and sel l  out  for  the gospel  of  Chr ist?  These things  are  the 
k ind of  things  that  are  happening at  Camp Jacob.   I t  happens because we remove campers  f rom the ungodly 
inf luence that  they normal ly  get  on T V,  internet ,  ce l l  phones,  music,  and so for th and put  them into an envi-
ronment  of  preaching and teaching the Word of  God plus  s inging hymns,  pra ises,  and spir i tual  songs.   You may 
ask ,  “ I  thought  camp was a l l  about  fun.”  Oh,  we have tons  of  godly  fun,  but  i t  i s  only  a  s ide note of  our  ef for ts 
to  encourage a  real ,  meaningful ,  and last ing re lat ionship with Jesus  Chr ist .   This  ideal  environment  is  current ly 
avai lable  at  Camp Jacob for  campers  and youth groups who choose to  spend a  week at  our  camp.    This  week 
could af fec t  their  l ives  for  eternit y !  I f  the youth in  your  church need a  fundamental  Chr ist ian camp to attend, 
we are  the camp for  you.  

For  more information,  p lease contac t  us  at  (276)  926-8960 or  v is i t  our  website  w w w.c ampjacob.com

National  O ff ice  Bui ld ing Damaged by Storm
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