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  Another 
meaningful free

resource for families 
from Randall House! 

D6family.com/
HomeConnec  on

Home Connec  on is really as simple as read, pray, do.  There are so many things  gh  ng for the a  en  on of parents today.  
Dads and moms can use a simple resource that will help them lead their families spiritually each week. 

Home Connec  on is a one-stop resource for connec  ng the en  re family based on the D6 Curriculum theme of the week. 

Are you looking for just one simple resource to 
help you lead your family spiritually each week?

Home Conn
Dads and mom

Home Co

This simple, downloadable page will give parents:

A weekly Scripture to read together as a family 

Suggested items that you can pray about together as a family

Suggested ac  vi  es you can do to put your faith in ac  on as individuals…or as a family

An easy tool for parents to implement faith at home

An encouraging resource to help make that heart connec  on with your child/teen

A free resource!
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My dear friends,

This morning, I greet you in the lovely name of the Lord Jesus and bring you greetings from our 
Christian brothers and sisters in Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast), West Africa.

In Psalm 9, David wrote: 1) “I wil l  praise (thank) thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; I  wil l  show 
forth all thy marvelous works. 2) I wil l  be glad and rejoice in thee: I wil l  sing praise to thy name, 
O thou most High.”

I ’ve often asked the Lord to help me to not be ungrateful, especially since I have so much for 
which to be thankful. Just a few days ago, I was reading Free Will Baptist pastor and author, 
Robert J. Morgan’s book, My All in All.  In his May 27th devotional he wrote, “the temperature 
of our spiritual health is measured on the thermometer of thanksgiving”. May my degree of 
gratitude indicate that I ’m spiritually well.

For just a few minutes, let me thank and praise the Lord for His omniscience . .  .  He knows 
everything!

•	 He knew that I ’d be born into the Smith family at Winifrede, WV on May 30, 1946.
•	 He placed me where He knew that I ’d be able to hear and believe the Gospel at the 
	 Winifrede (Old Glory) Free Will Baptist Church.
•	 He knew that I ’d be born into the Family of God on June 4, 1961 (50 years ago!).  Being 	
	 saved, born again is the most wonderful thing that has ever happened to me!
•	 He knew that He would call me to be a missionary and that I ’d fall  in love with the 		
        	people of Ivory Coast, West Africa. This call included His faithfulness in qualifying me, 
	 equipping me, and providing all that I ’d need for following Him.

And knowing these things, He gave me folks l ike you. You’ve so graciously opened your hearts 
and homes to me. You’ve partnered with me these 36 years that I ’ve served as a missionary. Oh 
how faithful you’ve been to pray and give. What an honor it has been to be introduced as “our 
missionary”. I thank and praise Him for YOU!

My heart ’s desire is that you continue to support your denomination’s efforts to take the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth. May you adopt other Free Will Baptist missionaries and learn to love 
them as you have loved me. God bless and keep you!

M I S S I O N  N E WS
thank you

ALICE SMITH with FWBIM Inter im Director CLINT MORGAN
National  Convent ion 2011



News
around the state

	 Hel lo  to  a l l  our  f r iends in  West  Virginia .  We 
had a  great  t ime at  the Nat ional  Convent ion.  The night-
ly  services  were upl i f t ing and the s inging was beaut i -
ful .  When we returned to  our  home,  we were faced with 
a  lot  of  canning and other  house work to  get  caught 
up on.  Kenneth and a  young man began assemblying 
our  metal  s torage bui lding.  We’re not  qui te  f inished, 
but  we have a  good s tar t .  We recent ly welcomed some 
new faces  into the church who said they enjoyed the 
services .  Please help us  pray they wil l  re turn. 
	 Old Glory Church in  Winifrede,  WV, brought 
their  youth to  the church for  a  few nights .  Although 
they had to  s leep on the f loor  a t  the church,  they s t i l l 
had a  great  t ime.  While  vis i t ing,  they went  to  the French 
Creek Game Reserve,  swimming and paddle  boat  r id-
ing at  Cedar  Creek State  Park.  Kenneth and Pastor  Tim 
Cooper  took them f ishing one night .  Brother  Tim and 
his  grandson Zack spent  the las t  day working on the 
church van.  We thank God for  folks  l ike Tim and Gwen 
who work with the youth.  I t ’s  a  joy to  see kids  having 
good,  c lean fun. 

New Life  Free Wil l  Baptist  Church; Glenvi l le ,  WV
An Update  From Home Missionaries ,  Rev.  Kenneth & Shir ley Cooper
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	 At  i ts  July meet ing,  the Fayet te  Conference voted to  renovate  i ts  youth camp in Bradley,  WV. Youth 
Camp Director  Alan Terry said “this  is  the perfect  t ime to  begin renovat ions.  We want  to  take the camp to the 
next  level  and these renovat ions wil l  a l low us to  use the camp al l  year  long.”  The Fayet te  Youth Camp hosts 
Junior  Camp each year  during the week pr ior  to  Father ’s  Day.  Teen Camp is  the week fol lowing Father ’s  Day. 

	 	 After  34 years ,  Pastor  John Hudson ret i res  f rom Slaughters  Creek Memorial  Free 
Wil l  Bapt is t  Church.  Pastor  John and wife  Gret ta  have been fai th-
ful  servants  to  the church as  wel l  as  the surrounding community. 
The Hudsons are  now at tending their  home church,  Loudendale 
Free Wil l  Bapt is t .  The people  of  Slaughter ’s  Creek wish to  thank 
them for  their  service and dedicat ion to  the church and the com-
munity for  the past  34 years!

	 	 Assis tant  Pastor  Gary Smith took the reins  as  Pastor  on July 
31st .    Brother  Gary,  wife  Lynn and three chi ldren,  Coty,  Kyle, 
and Fai th ,    have been members  of  the church s ince 1997.  Gary 

was ordained as  deacon in  November of  2000 and cal led to  preach and ordained in  Febura-
ry of  2008.   The church is  exci ted to  have Gary as  Pastor  and looking forward to  what  God 
has  in  plan for  them as  they move forward working for  the Lord and seeing souls  saved. 

Slaughter ’s  Creek Pastor Passes  Torch 

Fayette  Conference News

W West Virgin ia  Women act ive for Christ
Retreat |  September 9  -  10,  20 1 1  |  Central Free Will  Bapt ist |  Hunt ington,  WV
Theme:  “Dry,  Cracked Souls”  and “Treasures in  Earthen Jugs”
Mission Project:  Offering for Berea Min istries in  Mex ico
Speaker:  Kyla Rowland

The fol lowing is  an excerpt from the 2011 State Associat ion meeting minutes: 

Rev.  Luther  Morgan reported that  the National  Associat ion has increased the National 
Church Dues from $100.00 to  $150.00 ef fect ive  in  2012.  Concerns were raised that  this 
may present  hardship on some of  the small  churches with few members .  I t  was ment ioned 
that  hopeful ly  the local  Conference could help pay the increased costs  i f  a  church cannot 
af ford to  pay.  I f  the  local  Conference cannot  help,  the general  consensus was the State 
Associat ion should help those who cannot  af ford to  pay the increase.  We do not  want  to 
see anyone drop out  of  the National  Associat ion s ince many benef i ts  and legal  protect ion 
is  provided to  those associated with the National  Associat ion.

The 2012 WV State Associat ion Meeting wil l  be June 8th and 9th,  and wil l  be hosted 
by the Victory FWB Church in Pecks Mil l ,  WV.

The 2013 WV State Associat ion Meeting wil l  be June 7th and 8th,  and wil l  be hosted 
by the Parsley Bottom FWB Church in Lenore,  WV.

Have an address  change for  The Messenger? 
Tell  us  about  i t  a t :  the.messenger@wvfwb.org

�www.wvfwb.org
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Beckley: November 4 & 5

Brotherhood: October 8

Christian Fellowship: Oct. 22

Eastern Panhandle: Nov. 12

Elk River: November 19

Fayette: October 22

Freedom: October 15

Greenbrier County: October 8

Greenbrier Nicholas: Oct. 22

Guyan Valley: November 19

Huff Creek: November 19

Kanawha: November 18 & 19

Liberty: October 28 & 29

Logan: November 5

Mingo #1: September 10

Trinity: November 4 & 5

Tug River: November 12

Unity: October 22

Upper Ohio Valley: October 22

Wayne: November 12

Wyoming:  November 4 & 5

upcoming conference dates

H A RV E S T  J A R S
B ringing A ll the Love of the Lord

by Sheila  K .  Nelson

T he inspirat ion of  Hunter  Viars  sparked 
a  desire  to  help missions.  Hunter  is  the 

son of  one of  my coworkers .  After  learn-
ing how he was inspired by a  Chris t ian 
TV program to help missions,  I  gave him 
a coin bank to  help him save money for 
missions.  I  then chal lenged the youth Sun-
day school  c lass  a t  my church (Hil lcrest 
Free Wil l  Bapt is t  Chapel)  to  do the same. 
I  dis t r ibuted “bal l”  canning jars  to  each 
s tudent  which we referred to  as  “harvest 
jars .”  After  giving a  br ief  comparison of 
the jars  to  our  missionaries ,  the s tudents 
soon learned that  our  mission workers  l ive 
in  countr ies  without  the luxuries  we take 
for  granted.  They also learned that  “bal l” 
s tood for  “Bringing All  the Love of  the 
Lord.”  Similar  to  the canning jars ,  the 
l ives  of  our  missionaries  are  not  fancy. 
	 Nine chi ldren ( including Hunter) 
par t ic ipated.  In  one month,  each s tudent  re-
turned their  harvest  jar.  One chi ld  brought 
$64 and another  brought  $40.  In  total ,  we 
raised $310 for  missions!  This  showed us 

that  God can take one idea and turn i t  in to 
a  blessing. 
	 Since our  ini t ia l  col lect ion,  we have 
col lected more funds on a  monthly ba-
s is  to  benefi t  other  projects .  Some of  the 
projects  we’ve sponsored are:  our  church 
Youth League -  $570 and March of  Dimes 
-  $210.  Our s tudents  are  current ly col lect-
ing for  Vacat ion Bible  School . 
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upcoming conference dates

I  was recent ly asked i f  our  school  was 
making a  prof i t  and I  just  smiled.  Final ly  the gent leman 
who asked the quest ion asked again and this  t ime I 
responded with a  quest ion for  him “when you send 
money to  a  missionary to  help fund their  work,  do you 
make a  prof i t”?  He smiled back and said I  see your 
point .  Please real ize I  have a  great  re la t ionship with 
this  gent leman and fel t  I  had the l iber ty to  chal lenge 
him without  offending him.  You see what  he was 
real ly  asking was i f  his  church was to  venture  into 
Chris t ian educat ion as  a  minis t ry in  their  church what 
could he expect ,  i t ’s  much easier  to  lead a  church into 
this  direct ion i f  there  is  no r isk.  I  know you want  to 
know the answer to  his  quest ion and I  wil l  answer that 
quest ion but  le t  me lay some ground work f i rs t . 
	 To consider  Chris t ian educat ion as  a  minis t ry 
you f i rs t  have to  ask yourself  whether  or  not  you real ly 
have a  passion for  the youth.  Do you see your  youth as 
a  mission f ie ld  worthy of  your  sweat ,  tears ,  s t rength, 
energy,  prayers  and f inances.    I f  you go to  a  foreign 
country you wil l  have to  learn a  different  language and 
cul ture  and with youth,  i t ’s  no different .  They have a 
different  way of  communicat ing and their  cul ture  is 
different .  To effect ively reach them and educate  them 
you wil l  have to  immerse yourself  into their  way of 
understanding.    Before a  mission work is  s tar ted a 
s tudy is  usual ly  done to  see i f  the need is  present  in 
the “area considered” also the possibi l i ty  of  success  is 
taken into account .  With 100% assurance,  I  can te l l  you 
that  the need is  present .  The possibi l i t ies  for  success 
are  greater  than you can imagine for  developing young 
minds academical ly with a  hear t  for  Chris t . 
	 The chart  ( to  the r ight)  represents  a  s tudy by the 
Barna research group on the “openness” of  individuals 
to  l is ten and respond to  the gospel  based on age.  The 
young group ages 5 to  13 are  the most  responsive to 
l is tening and bel ieving.  So the old adage “get  them 

Why Christian Education?
By Pastor Thomas “Huff” Hoffmaster

while  their  young” s t i l l  holds  t rue.   The problem is  that 
in  publ ic  school  they are  l is tening and bel ieving what 
their  being told is  t ruth.  Evolut ionary Theory alone 
can cast  doubt  on the Genesis  account  of  creat ion to 
the point  that  the young minds wil l  doubt  the ent i re 
book as  being the inspired and inerrant  Word of  God.  
Now add in  other  immoral  teachings such as  abort ion, 
homosexual i ty,  and a  self  serving world view and these 
young minds are  taking in  far  more than we want  to 
accept .  Maybe some wil l  come home and ask quest ions 
and have their  minds set  in  the r ight  direct ion but 
le t ’s  face i t  they real ly  aren’t .  The average age of  our 
congregat ions is  increasing and these young folks  are 
walking away from the church at  an alarming rate .   As 
our  youth get  older  they are  less  wil l ing to  l is ten… 
looking at  the char t  the percentage drops drast ical ly 
f rom 32% at  age 13 to  4% at  age 14. 

cont inued on page 7
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	 I t  was once thought  that  young adul ts  were leaving as  a  resul t  of  col lege but  the 
s ta t is t ics  show that  young people  are  leaving the church much ear l ier  in  the hear t  they just 
have to  wai t  t i l l  they are  old enough to  leave physical ly  when they get  out  f rom under  mom 
and dad’s  rule .  
	 So to  answer the quest ion…. Eastern Panhandle  Chris t ian Academy rarely makes a 
prof i t  but  more of ten breaks close to  even and has  a t  t imes been in  the red.  I t ’s  a  mission 
f ie ld  and mission f ie lds  are  not  entered to  reach f inancial  prof i t  they are  entered in  to  reap 
eternal  dividends which is  a  long term investment  that  we are  commit ted to .    In  the 2009-
2010 school  year  we switched from using ACE paper  based curr iculum to Alpha Omega 
Publ icat ions,  an on-l ine computer  based curr iculum and in  May of  2010 we received our 
Accredi ta t ion from the Nat ional  Associat ion of  Pr ivate  Schools .  As i f  God hasn’t  a l ready 
been good enough to  us ,  this  past  year  we were able  to  be involved with Nolan Free Wil l 
Bapt is t  Church in  s tar t ing their  new school ,  Nolan Chris t ian Academy.  Nolan made a  huge 
investment  and walked out  on fai th  and God has  blessed them for  their  investment .
	 Our youth may have loud voices  and get  on our  nerves  but  in  our  church board rooms 
they have no voice unless  we s tand up for  them! IF you have a  desire  to  s tar t  a  school  and 
are  looking for  support ,  p lease do not  hesi ta te  to  cal l  us .  Our youth are  NOT the church of 
tomorrow; they are  the church of  today! 

Some scary stat ist ics: 
Evangel ical  Teens (Study by Josh McDowell  on Teens that  go to  church):

63% Think al l  re l igions pray to  the same God.
70% Say there  is  no absolute  moral  t ruth.
51% Do not  bel ieve in  the resurrect ion of  Chris t .
65% Do not  think the Devi l  is  real .
68% Do not  bel ieve the Holy Spir i t  i s  a  l iving ent i ty.
46% Believe that  Chris t  commit ted s in

Continued:  Why Chris t ian Educat ion -  Pastor  Thomas “Huff” Hoffmaster
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N E WS
at FWBBC

Mr. Jeff  Bennet t , 
a  fourth genera-
t ion West  Virginia 
Free Wil l  Bapt is t , 
has  accepted a 
ful l - t ime business 
associate  posi t ion 
at  Free Wil l  Bap-
t is t  Bible  Col lege, 
according to  Tom 
Sass ,  vice presi-

dent  for  f inancial  affairs .  The 30-year-old 
Mount  Hope resident  begins  his  dut ies  Au-
gust  29.
	 “Jeff  Bennet t  is  a  great  f i t  for  the col-
lege,”  Mr.  Sass  said.  “Not  only is  he ski l led 
in  the specif ic  off ice and account ing proce-
dures  we need,  but  he has  been act ive in 
local  and s ta te  Free Wil l  Bapt is t  act ivi t ies 
in  West  Virginia ,  and has  a  s t rong reputa-
t ion in  his  home church.  We welcome this 
warm, business  professional  to  the col lege 
family and look forward to  his  interact ion 
with FWBBC staff  and s tudents .”
	 Mr.  Bennet t  br ings a  broad range of 
experience from the business  community 
where he served 10 years  with the West 
Virginia  Educat ional  Broadcast ing Author-
i ty—five years  as  procurement  off icer  and 
accountant  (2006-2011)  and f ive years  as 
master  control  operator  (2001-2006) .  He 
previously served three years  in  data  pro-
cessing with Appalachian Laborator ies , 
Inc.  His  FWBBC responsibi l i t ies  wil l  in-
clude general  ledger  account  reconci l ia-
t ion,  preparat ion and dis t r ibut ion of  month-
ly f inancial  reports ,  account ing data  entry, 
ass is t ing with monthly payrol l  processing, 
preparing reports  to  external  agencies ,  s tu-
dent-related projects ,  and other  dut ies  as 
necessary.

	 Mr.  Sass  said,  “This  is  an important 
hire  for  the col lege at  this  t ime.  Jeff  Ben-
net t  is  coming on board with mult iple  ski l l 
levels ,  which means that  we can now move 
forward with reorganizing the Business  Of-
f ice  af ter  a  number of  s taff ing adjustments 
the past  two years  due to  re t i rements  and a 
down economy.” 
	 The son of  a  Free Wil l  Bapt is t  min-
is ter,  Jeff  was converted at  age 11.  He 
serves  as  youth director,  outreach coordi-
nator,  and Teen Sunday School  teacher  a t 
Kilsyth Free Wil l  Bapt is t  Church (Mount 
Hope) .  Well  known for  his  leadership in 
s ta te  youth work and journal ism,  he also 
serves  as  inter im design edi tor  and publ ish-
er  for  The Messenger,  quarter ly  publ ica-
t ion of  the West  Virginia  State  Associat ion 
of  Free Wil l  Bapt is ts ,  and adminis t ra tor 
for  the s ta te  associat ion websi te .  He is  an 
advisory counci l  board member with The 
Hanna Project  and aff i l ia ted with Hospice 
of  Southern West  Virginia .
	 He graduated cum laude from Con-
cord Universi ty  in  2007 with a  Bachelor  of 
Arts  degree.
	 “Growing up as  a  Free Wil l  Bapt is t , 
I  remember being awestruck when mission-
ar ies  vis i ted our  church,”  Jeff  said,  “ think-
ing how amazing i t  would be to  serve the 
Lord around the world and lead others  to 
Chris t .  I ’m eager  to  join the FWBBC col-
lege family and help send Free Wil l  Bapt is t 
laborers  into the harvest .  I  look forward to 
minis ter ing alongside the col lege’s  profes-
s ional  s taff ,  and I  can see the hand of  God 
in  this  invi ta t ion.” 
	 Mr.  Bennet t  plans to  l ive in  nearby 
Cheatham County and become part  of  the 
Ashland City Free Wil l  Bapt is t  Church.
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N E WS
around the nat ion

Integrity Journal  Issues Available
	
	 The Commission for  Theological  Integri ty  has  back issues  of  the journal  Integri ty 
(volumes 2 through 5)  and would l ike to  make them avai lable  to  our  pastors  for  $6 each ( in-
cluding postage) .  I f  you would l ike to  purchase any of  these,  please send a  check payable to 
the Commission and indicate  which volume(s)  you want . 
	 Mail  your  payment  to:  Nat ional  Associat ion of  Free Wil l  Bapt is ts ,  P.O.  Box 5002,  An-
t ioch,  TN 37011-5002,  Attn.  Melody Hood.

Honoring Our Heritage DVD and Book

	         The Execut ive Off ice  of  the Nat ional  Associat ion of  Free Wil l  Bapt is ts 
has  produced two important  commemorat ive i tems that  were released at  the 
2011 Nat ional  Convent ion in  Charlot te ,  NC. Honoring Our Heri tage  i s  a  s tun-
ning video documentary that  takes  viewers  on an unforget table  t r ip  through 
Free Wil l  Bapt is t  his tory,  f rom the oppression faced by our  Engl ish General 
Bapt is t  forerunners  in  the 1600s and the ear ly  development  of  Free Wil l  Bap-
t is ts  in  America to  the highl ights  of  the 20th Century and the growth and de-

velopment  of  a  f ledgl ing denominat ion. 
	 Convent ion Sermons  i s  a  beaut i ful ,  hardbound book containing more than a  thousand 
pages of  sermons col lected from 75 years  of  convent ions.  Timeless  messages from men l ike 
LaVerne Miley,  L.C.  Johnson,  and Robert  Picir i l l i  wi l l  encourage you,  chal lenge you,  inspire 
you,  and give you a  gl impse into Free Wil l  Bapt is t  l i fe  for  three-quarters  of  a  century. 
	 To reserve your  copy of  both book and DVD, contact  the Free Wil l  Bapt is t  Execut ive 
Off ice  a t  877-767-7659.

National  Convention Recap

	 Global  f inances may be in  a  ta i lspin,  but  when more than 6,000 Free Wil l  Bapt is ts  met 
in  the second-largest  banking ci ty  in  the nat ion July 17-20,  i t  was clear  to  everyone that  the 
Great  Commission has  not  been rescinded by a  s t ruggl ing economy! 
	 Delegates  to  the 75th Free Wil l  Bapt is t  nat ional  convent ion in  Charlot te ,  North Carol ina, 
heard directors  f rom each nat ional  agency sound the same note—belt- t ightening f iscal  respon-
sibi l i ty,  essent ia l  s taff  cuts ,  lower  budgets ,  and hold- the- l ine adjustments—whatever  i t  takes 
to  win souls ,  bui ld  churches,  educate  tomorrow’s leaders ,  and keep the gospel  l ight  shining 
into the dark places  of  the world. 
	 Execut ive Secretary Kei th  Burden captured the spir i t  of  the convent ion when he told 
delegates:  “All  of  us  are  painful ly  aware of  the obstacles  we face due to  a  bad economy.  In 
spi te  of  the remarkable fa i thfulness  of  our  supporters ,  dwindl ing resources  force us  to  make 
diff icul t  decis ions.  Nevertheless ,  we remain resolute  in  our  commitment .”  And when the 75th 
session closed Wednesday evening,  a t tendees lef t  with a  deep sense of  mission,  holy purpose, 
and a  “we can do this”  a t t i tude.
	 The meet ing marked the s ixth t ime the Nat ional  Associat ion of  Free Wil l  Bapt is ts  has 
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Reprinted by permission from ONE Magazine:  www.onemag.org.

convened in  the Tar  Heel  State  to  conduct  denominat ional  business .  The convent ion f i rs t  met 
in  North Carol ina in  1945 as  World War II  drew to a  c lose.  They did not  meet  in  a  plush,  mod-
ern convent ion center  but  in  the Free Wil l  Bapt is t  Orphanage at  Middlesex.  More recent ly,  the 
ci ty  of  Charlot te  has  welcomed the Nat ional  Associat ion three t imes (1979,  1995,  and 2011) .
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